


Sn 











aR en, cee ta gt ish: 


























pre 
gre 
is ( 
kn 
jur 
get 
the 
:D 

eve 
of 

the 
Le 


ser 








THE 


CHURCHMAN’S MAGAZINE. 














ee 


Vor. IV.] DECEMBER, 1825. [No. 9. 











For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Scrence the handmaid of Reuiaion. 
(Concluded from page 230. ) 


For continuing this article to the 
present extent, to the exclusion of a 
greater variety, perhaps ‘some apology 
isdue to the reader. And since ac- 
knowledgement of the truth always 
furnishes the best apology, vanity, to- 
gether with the believed importance of 
the subject, may have had some share 
:0 producing this prolixity. But how- 
ever thismay be, with the conclusion 
of the current year, an extract from 
the conclusion of the whole course of 
Lectures shall finish the series. 


It is much the fashion of the pre- 
sent day, among scientific men, to 
think that philosophy and the re- 
ligion of the Bible are at variance 
with each other. It has therefore 
been the fundamental object of 
these Lectures to evince that they 
go hand in hand in the enlargement 
of the human mind, and the increase 
of our well-being: that when un- 
sophisticated by superstition on the 
one part, and the overweening pride 
of reason onthe other, they mutu- 
ally aid each other, in moderating 
and softening the passions, in eleva- 
ting the soul to noble purposes ; to 
invigorate all its powers ; and ren- 
der man a reasonable being indeed ; 
a being that can look forward with 
a firm and unshaken confidence to 
amore glorious destiny than what 
his present state affords, or can pro- 
mise. On the suggestions of divine 
wisdom at first, many improvements 
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have been made, and are daily mak- 
ing, which brighten our future pros- 
pects. But there is yet a heavy 
load of obstacles in the way, aris- 
ing from the frailty of our material 
bodies, and more from the corrupt 
passions, and perverse inclinations 
introduced by the original defec- 
tion from the will of the Creator. 
Let pride then stand checked, while 
benevolence and perseverance go 
forth to the work of improvement. 
The vineyard is large, and the 
Steward of the Great Householder 
stands ready at the end of each one’s 
day of labour, to pay his wages. 
The reward shall be not according 
to what he has done in amount, but 
the faithfulness with which he has 
entered the field, and laboured to 
do his best. 

The Arts in which manual ope- 
ration has little concern, such as 
those commonly called the Learned 
professions ; the Fine Arts, contri- 
buting mostly to embellishment, as 
Painting, Poetry, and Oratory ; and 
above all, such as turn wholly upon 
the operations of mind, have been 
almost wholly passed in silence— 
This has been done not because 
they were supposed to afford no 
considerations bearing on the main 
point in view ; but purely because 
they are already sufficiently dis- 
cussed ; their origin and history is 
well known ; their theory and prin- 
ciples illustrated in numerous pro- 
ductions. For these reasons, the 
arts concerned in the transforma- 
tion of material things, have been 
kept almost-exclusively in view— 
Or in other words, it was the ac- 
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commodation of the material body, 
by the productions of art, which 
was intended to be discussed ; and 
that because in works treating of 
the rise and progress of human so- 
ciety, these things seem hitherto 
to have been too much neglected. 
And now that we have the con- 
clusion in view, upon what a wide 
lield have we endeavoured to turn 
the attentive mind! What a com- 
plex scene of things has passed in 
view! How many marks of crea- 
ting wisdom, power, and goodness 
have appeared! And how much 
skill, sagacity, and. persevering la- 
bour of the human race has been 
presented ! Can the contemplative 
mind ever satiate with viewing the 
brilliant pictures that swim before 
the imagination! The decorations 


‘of the most splendid theatre ; the 


scenes of the most celebrated Poets, 
in the hands of the best perform- 
ers; the parade, pomp, and pa- 
geantry of Kings and Emperors, 
in their highest glory—your Cyrus’s, 
Alexanders, and Vapoleons, on their 
days of coronation, or victorious 
triumphs ; what are all these but 
vain and empty trifles, quickly 
palling upon the sense, when com- 
pared with the Drama of human 
society, from the earliest times to 
the present day ? As withthe scene- 
ry in areal Drama, the manner how 
it is contrived, or from what it pro- 
ceeds is kept out of view, the more 
to interest, and command attention ; 
just so in the history of the arts, 
those really the most prominent 
are unseen; we know not from 
whence they come ; but this we 
are sure of, there is a skilful hand 
behind the curtain, which contriv- 
ed, and still continues to operate 
onthe scenery ; not merely for our 
amusement, but for our most sub- 
stantial enjoyment.’ In this case 
we are sure there is no trick, no 


magical illusion, got up for an hour's 
entertainment ; but all is a verity 
as it appears ; and every moment, 
to the end of life, are we enjoying 
its solid, not fictitious pleasure.— 
Nay more, we ourselves may be- 
come both spectators and actors in 
the scene. If then we be not des- 
titute of reflection, and feeling, our 
ambition must be roused to act well 
our part, underthe direction of the 
Great Author and constant Specta- 
tor of the scene. 

When we contemplate the bles- 
sings of art, and the progress it has 
made ; when we view the half- 
naked, or skin-clad savage, seated 
on the ground, gorging his raw 
flesh ; the earth for bis table and 
chair, his fingers for his knife and 
fork, then prostrating himself un- 
der the canopy of the sky, or with- 
in his smoky cabin, with the bleak 
wind whistling round his head— 
When on the other hand we look at 
the comfortable or elegant man- 
sion ; the warm apartment within ; 
the mahogany table loaded with 
china, glass, or silver and gold va- 
ses, adding a zest to the entertain- 
ment—W hen we think of our car- 
pets and beds of down, our blaz- 
ing hearth, or soothing stove, 
around which the wintry storms 
roar in vain; how should we bless 
him that gave man knowledge and 


skill thus to accommodate himself 


with countless blessings. The fe- 
rocious passions of the lion and the 
tiger are softened into benevolence, 
love, and sympathy ; grossness and 
impudence give way to modesty, 
decency, and kind social affections. 
And thus it is that human society 
unites and harmonises its millions 
and tens of ‘millions into one order- 
ly mass— 

** Hence every form of cultivated life, 


In order set, protected and inspir’d, 
Into perfection wrought. Uniting all, 
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Society grew numerous, high, polite, 
And happy.”’* 


But here we stop not in our re- 
flexions on the effects of Art. Far 
from it. For they lead to contem- 
plations on the sources of pure 
mental enjoyment. So soon as the 
body is accommodated with comfort 
and convenience, the mind, that ac- 
tive principle within, to find em- 
ployment, takes wing and soars 
away after more elevated and dis- 
tant objects. Hence all the grand 
discoveries in the science of mat- 
ter. Here how immense, how nu- 
merous are the improvements ! 
Nothing great, nothing minute is 
beyond man’s reach. Forests are 
prostrated—the waving corn, the 
smiling garden and the stately dome 
take their place—The hardest 
rocks are rent and shaped to his 
mind—Mountains are perforated, 
or levelled to their base—The tre- 
mendous cataract is controlled, and 
made to glide gently down the ca- 
nal—Seas are filled up, and con- 
verted into fertile fields—The vast 
ocean is safely navigated by the un- 
erring guide of a diminutive bar of 
steel—The globe itself is measur- 
ed, and its contents accurately re- 
gistered—And the human eye is 
enabled to dart its ken far away 
beyofid the solar orb, and make out 
an inventory of suns and worlds, 
that wheel their mighty rounds 
within the concave sphere of in- 
finity. 

But lest pride’ should claim all 
these wonderful achievements as 
the productions of our own wisdom, 
sagacity, and power, it is to be care- 
fully remembered, that they have 
resulted only from a critical obser- 
vation of the manner in which one 
portion of matter operates upon 
another-—Ail the complex machines 


* Thompson’s Autumn. 


ever invented, which so prodigious- 
ly multiply the powers of man, are 
only ingenious contrivances to give 
a new direction to the powers of 
“matter ; to combine many of those 
powers, and concentrate them upon 
some desired object. Thus the 
elements air, water, and fire have 
been taught to do our labour in a 
multitude of cases ; and doubtless 
are still to be taught many more. 
Yet that wisdom which impressed 
these powers at first, is still at work, 
continuing the operation ; and we 
have nothing to do, we can do no- 
thing but carefully watch, and catch 
plastic nature at her work; and 
endeavour to imitate her example. 


‘¢ Superior beings, when of late they saw 

A mortal man unfold all nature’s law, 

Admir’d such wisdom ina human shape, 

And show’d a Newton, as we show an 
ape.”t 


Be it that we can create no new 
law, by which to improve the arts ; 
yet high is the merit of discovering 
those that exist, and directing them 
to beneficent ends. It is fulfilling 
the great law of our rational na- 
ture. We were made by the wise 
Creator ; our faculties were given 
that so they might be employed ; 
and so render glory and honour to 
his name. 

But among all the arts that dis- 
tinguish man’s rational nature, is to 
be reckoned that of reducing lan- 
guage to a visible form, and sub- 
jecting it to the inspection of. the 
eye. Whether this art were ori- 
ginally’ by divine suggestion, or 
from pure human invention, it al- 
most equally displays the powers 
of mind ; and is adapted to the use 
of a thinking and reasoning crea- 
ture. Here we fix and render per- 
manent our thoughts, which. ena- 
bles us to review them at leisure ; 


+ Pope. 
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to correct erroneous conceptions— 
to divest our minds of false associ- 
ations, between words and things— 
to get rid of the effects of—high 
sounding names, the tricks of ora- 
tory, and the fascination of poetic 
numbers—Here record our thoughts 
for the instruction of distant ages— 
Here we converse with friends from 
antipodes to antipodes—And since 
the invention of printing, by this 
art, science flies on every wind 
from country to country—-Men of 
all regions & languages are brought 
together, to compare their notions, 
and thus elicit truth—Reading 1s 
brought within the reach of all class- 
es of society—The rich and the 
poor are set almost on a level in this 
respect—In this manner science 
and philosophy, a knowledge of the 
institutions of civil society, of laws 
and government ; and what is more, 
of the momentous and all-concern- 
ing truths of pure religion, are dif- 
fusing themselves into all corners 
of the earth, and awakening the hu- 
man ‘mind to a sense of its powers. 
W hat is to be the result of all this, 
no one who reflects ; and withal 
believes that a wise and Almighty 
Providence reigns in the affairs of 
men, candoubt. Much less can he, 
who, by faith looks forward to a 
brighter day to shine upon the 
Church onearth. A progress tow- 
ards that state is advancing with an 
irresistible impetus, which must 
and will have its way, for so God 
has ordained. Human passions may 
retard for a Jong time, but shall not 
ultimately defeat its accomplish- 
ment. Well then may we say to 
men, talk not of gratitude, if ye feel 
none of its emotions towards the 
Author of your being, under a view 
of what we have seen, what we 
now possess, and what we look to 
in prospect. 

Should it be conceded, for argu- 


ment’s sake, to those who reject 
the writings of Moses as fabulons, 
yet there is a space of near four 
thousand years, on which common 
history sheds light ; during which a 
succession of improvements in the 
arts has been advancing. Periods 
and regions may indeed be named, 
when they may seem to have been 
stationary, or even retrograde. But 
there is reason to think that it is as 
much in appearance as reality ; 
perhaps more ; and that itis only for 
want of written documents that it is 
so in appearance. And more than 
all this ; it is certain that during the 
dark ages in Europe, improvements 
were advancing in the east, all over 
the southern part of Asia, with as 
much vigour as ever before, and 
much more than since: And no 
doubt, the researches now making 
in that part of the world, will soon 
bring to light much additional evi- 
dence on this subject. But suppose 
the dark ages should be given up, 
as barren and unproductive, they 
form but a speck in the chart of 
human society; and during their 
continuance the smothered embers 
gathered heat, to break out with an 
hundred fold blaze, to enlighten the 
world: And at the present day the 
arts are quickening their pace 
much beyond all former example. 
Let these things be duly consi- 
dered, and where is the mind, pre- 
tending to reason, that can escape 
the conclusion, that in the creature 
man there is a spiritual soul? Could 
mere matter and motion thus com- 
bine, and separate, abstract, and 
compare, and unite distant, and 
seemingly contradictory causes, to 
bear on the same point? ‘To fore- 
see and provide for long continued 
operations ? To look back on the 
past, and forward to the future, and 
unite both with the present. Such 


high and exalted powers—such res 
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(ned and complex achievements 
bespeak a destiny noble and exalted 
here ; and far nobler hereafter. 


| The individuals of the race are not 


brought into being merely to propa- 
gate their kind, and die, and be no 
more. They partake of the im- 
perishable essence, that is carrying 


| mthe great Drama, planned and 


supported by an all-wise Author, 
never to have an end; but to be 
infinitely varied for the display of 
his own glory. 

A power that could bring into 


) existence such a scheme of things, 


must be wise, must be infinite, 
must extend to all events, must take 


) cognizance of all we think, and all 


we do. Could a mere blind un- 
meaning fate, or chain of we know 


» not what, have produced all this 
) wisdom and contrivance, that should 
| have been going on such a length 


of time, as has elapsed since man 


» existed, to say nothing of what may 


have been before, and shall be here- 


after? Reason wherever found 


must say no :—We are then acting 


apart, under the eye of intelli- 
) gence ; an eye that never slumbers 


nor sleeps; an eye that seeth all 


) things from the beginning—We are 


acting a part assigned us by a hand 
that is never slack, never remits its 
operations—We are acting a part, 
not for ourselves alone, but in uni- 
son with an infinite whole. How 
ennobling the thought! How cal- 
culated to arouse ambition! To 
awaken all the latent powers of the 
soul and body! To animate our best 


) feelings, and invigorate the whole 
} man! To inspire benevolence, ge- 


nerosity, and good-will toward what- 


éver is human? 


With these results of reason, Di- 
vine Revelation perfectly harmo- 


) nizes. In the beginning it presents 


us with the Almighty going forth to 


the work of Creation :— 


“ And in his hand 





He took the golden compasses, prepar’d 
In God’s eternal store, to circumscribe 
This universe, and all created things: 


One foot he centred, and the other turn’d — 


Round thro’ the vast profundity obscure, 

And said, ‘thus far extend; thus far thy 
bounds; 

This be thy just circun.ference, O 
world.’”* 


All the subsequent dispensation 
from Heaven to men, are bottomed 
upon this ; that the world is God’s 
world ; and that he exercises over 
it a universal sovereignty. They 
are adapted to the progressive and 
improving state of men, from the 
beginning to the close of the sacred 
code ; and thence by prophecy to 
the consummation of all temporal 
things; or rather to the endless 
ages of eternity. The indwellin 
and operations of the Spirit of 
Grace, is only a mode in which Di- 
vine Wisdom carries on his univer- 
sal providence, over the rational 
creature man, in perfect unison and 
harmony with that which he exer- 
cises over the irrational and insen- 
sitive part of creation. 

With these considerations in view, 
who shall venture to say, he sees 
no reason to believe he came from 
the hand of a wise and intelligent 
Creator, who still exercises a right- 
eous government over him and the 
world ? Who will sink into cold 
and torpid scepticism ; concluding 
that he 1s to exist no longer than his 
momentary stay upon earth; or at 
most, that he knows nothing of the 
subject? If any minds are of such 
a cast, that they cannot help their 
doubts, as they sometimes say—If 
they are so rotund as to afford no 
handle for argument to seize on ; 
they can at least be silent—They 
need not imitate the dog in the man- 
ger, and endeavour to deprive 


* Milton. 
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‘others of that which they them- 
‘selves cannot enjoy. Let benevo- 
tence prevail over their coldness ; 
and let them leave their fellow-be- 
ings to look around and contem- 
plate all nature going on under wise 
direction—Leave them to behold 
the storm and tempest sweeping the 
the earth, and raising the ocean’s 
mountain billows—The_ volcano, 
spouting its cataracts of fire—The 
earthquake sinking islands and ci- 
ties, and rocking continents to their 
centre—Let them look at the troub- 
jed ocean of -human affairs, under 
the impulse of human passions, am- 


‘bition, and lust of dominion—Let 


them contemplate all this, and be 
able to say ; There is a Gop above 
who can say, and who-does say, 
thus far shall ye rage—here stop 
your fury—and all to my glory. 
With such a faith always present, 
piety goes on, benevolently labour- 
ing for the good of man, believing 
itself co-operating with infinite wis- 
dom ; and looking forward to a far 
more exalted state hereafter. With 
unabated confidence in the Parent 
and Author of worlds, it looks to 
the time when, having shaken off 
mortality, it shall no longer be ob- 
structed in its progress towards per- 
fection in knowledge ; but shall be- 
hold in prospect an infinite world 
of wonders to be known ; of hap- 
piness and glory to be enjoyed. 


i 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
CHRISTMAS SERMON. 
ZECHARIAN ix. 9, 10, 


Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; 
Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem ; behold, 
thy King cometh unto thee ; he is just, 
and having salvation ; lowly, and riding 
upon an ass, and upon a colt, the foal of 


an ass.—And I will cut off the chario: 
from Ephraim, and the horse from Jery. 
salem, and the battle-bow shall be cut 
off: and he shall speak peace unto the 
heathen : and his dominion shall be from 
sea even to sea, and from the river even 
to the ends of the earth. 


Tuese words are undoubtedly 
pointed to our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ; and St. Matthew de. 
clares them to have been fulfilled 
when he rode into Jerusalem, in 
the manner here described, while 
the multitude were shouting hosan. 
na: that the scripture might be ful- 
filled, which saith, tell ye the daugh- 
ter of Zion, behold, thy King com- 
eth ; citing the words of the pro- 
phet. And as the words of the 
text contain a short account of our 


Lord’s character, and intent of his 


coming into the world, it is proper 
to deduce from them sume reflec. 
tions suitable to the present occa- 
sion and solemnity. 

The prophet has beer foretelling 
the overthrow and destruction of 
some of the states and kingdoms, 
bordering on the Jews; as Tyre 
and Sidon; which came to pass, as 
is well known to those who are ac- 
quainted with the history of those 
times, by Alexander, the great con- 
queror of nations. He then turns 
to the Jews, and comforts them with 
an assurance, that their city and 
temple shall be saved from the ra- 
vages of that destroyer ; And J will 
encamp about mine house, because 
of the army, and because of him that 
passeth by, and because of him that 
returneth ; and no oppressor shall 


pass through them any more ; which f 
came also to pass : for although Al- | 


exander threatened, he did not in- 


vade the Holy City. After this, f 
follow the words of the text; Re- | 
joice greatly, Odaughter of Jerusa- | 


lem—which is as if the prophet 


had said in more words :—Set not 
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your affections on worldly grand- 
eurs; look not for kings and con- 
querors to ravage the earth, and 
reduce nations to your dominions 
—While other mighty empires 
shall have had their Aleranders, 
their Sczpios, and their Cesars, 
who with fire and sword shall have 
laid waste provinces and kingdoms, 
and reduced defenced cities into 
ruinous heaps; who after having 
slain their millions, and made fruit- 
ful lands a barren waste, shall die, 
and the mighty empires they have 
raised shall tumble to ruin, and be 
no more seen—W hile these things 


} are going on,under the Providence 


of God, rejoice, and count it your 
greatest honour and glory, that 
from your nation is to be born the 
Prince of peace, the meek and 
lowly Jesus, the promised Messiah, 
who shall gain conquests not by 
mighty armies, not by confused 
noises, and garments rolled in blood, 
not by chariots and horses, not by 
slaughter and devastation, not by 
turning the earth upside down ; 
but he shall conquer by the gentle 
persuasives of pure religion, love 
of God, and love of men ; by pro- 
moting peace on earth, and good 
will towards men. 

But Jerusalem refused to rejoice 
—The daughter of Zion turned 
with disdain from the meek and 


| lowly Jesus ; she despised and re- 


jected him—She had set her heart 
upon a king arrayed in all the splen- 
dours of earthly greatness ; who 
should go forth in military pomp 
and terror to conquer nations, 
and reduce the world under her 
feet; who should lead armies to 
battle and slaughter ; who should 
drag millions in chains of captivity, 
and make the earth tremble ; who 
should in short make Jerusalem 
the centre of all earthly power, and 
worldly magnificence. Infatuated 


with this vain pride, al] the prophe- 
cies which speak of the Messiah, 
in his humble character, were ut- 
terly overlooked, or perversely 
misinterpreted. But the Gentiles 
saw him to be the desire of all na- 
tions, and rejoiced at his coming. 
They flocked to do him homage, 
and bow themselves in his courts : 
They enlisted themselves under his 
banner, and swore allegiance to his 
authority. And with the annual 
return of his birth, they still think 
themselves bound to rejoice. They 
are now the daughter of Zion, who 
have listened to the exhortation of 
the prophet in the text, and shout 
with joy at the coming of their 
King. Not offended at his being 
born in a manger, the Church 
Christian sets apart a day to cele- 
brate his birth, and sing Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will towards men, It 
angels thus sang, shall men have 
no tongue to sing, nor hearts to in- 
dite the praise of God? Rather let 
us join the multitude of disciples, 
and sing Hosanna to the Son of Da- 
vid; blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 
highest. 

But the prophet goes on to in- 
form the daughter of Zion why she 
ought to rejoice. Behold thy King 
cometh to thee ; he is just, and hav- 
ing salvation. If a nation or peo- 
ple had long groaned under op 
pression, and the complicated mi- 
series of a foreign dominion, how 
would they rejoice, and clebrate 
the day of their deliverance, by a 
perpetual memorial to all genera- 
tions? Think then how much 
stronger reason we have to cele- 
brate our deliverance by the Prince 
of peace. The salvation he wrought 
for us cost us nothing: we were 
not called on to enlist in his armies. 
to defend his person and authority, 
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to the danger of our lives; it cost 


us no labour and fatigue of body or | 


mind: It obliged us to expend 
none of our earthly substance. But 
our King trod the wine-press alone ; 
and of the people there were none to 
help him. He alone achieved the 
mighty exploit. His arm alone 
brought salvation. He had neither 
counsellors in the cabinet, nor ar- 
mies in the field. He himself put 
his hand to the work, and it was 
done. And from what did he de- 
hverus? Not from a few tempo- 
ral evils, which with patience may 
always be borne—Not from the ty- 
ranny and oppression of men, who 
at the most can but kill the body— 
Not from temporal slavery, which 
must have an end with life—But 
we have a King, whose arm brought 
salvation from the slavery of sin, 
from the wrath of God, from eter- 
nal misery, from the dominion of 
those cruei and unjust tyrants, our 
depraved appetites and sinful de- 
sires—a salvation with which no 
other deserves to be named. While 
earthly saviours have only redeem- 
ed the bodies of men, and, that for 
«a short time from calamity and woe, 
the King, proclaimed by the text, 
has delivered their souls from eter- 
nal destruction. While the great- 

est and best of Sovereigns have 

only permitted a few of the most 
worthy to enter their courts, to ad- 

dress them in presence, and to taste 
personally of their bounty; the 
Captain of our Salvation, has open- 

ed the gates of Heaven to all; he 

has invited all to make their wants 

known unto him. He has said, 

come unto me, all ye that labour and 

are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest. He hath told us, ask and ye 

shall receive—knock, and it shall be 

opened unto you. While earthly 

sovereigns, however well disposed, 

can hear and grant the petitions of 


but few, much less relieve the 


wants of all ; our King and Saviourfy 


is mighty to save all to the utter. 
most who come unto him. Earth. 
ly deliverers can at the utmost save 


but a small portion of men from) 


temporal ills; but our King has 


wrought deliverance for all man.f 


kind. He fought and conquered 
the tyrant death ; he mastered the 
powers of hell and sin. Hence. 


forth we may triumphantly sing 
O death, where is thy sting! OF 


grave, where is thy victory! Are 
you sensible of this great deliver- 


ance? Then your hearts will not} 


be cold and unaffected on this so- 


lemn day; but will be animatedh 
with lively emotions of gratitude tof 
your great deliverer. But if, likef 


the daughter of Zion, your hearts 


are set on worldly grandeurs, like > 


her you will turn your backs upon 


your deliverer, and reject his sal-f 


vation ; you will have no joy at his 
coming ; and will also in turn be 
rejected by him; since his are all 


willing subjects. Notwithstanding, fF 
know this of a truth, that the king- 


dom of God is come unto you. 

But to proceed with the words 
of the text: As the salvation to be 
wrought by our King was different 
from all other salvations, so it was 
wrought by far different means. 
He cume in a meek and lowly es- 


tate. The prophet says, he shall § 


come, lowly, and riding upon an 
ass, and a colt, the foal of an ass. 
He was born in a manger, because 
there was no room for ham in the inn. 
He lived in retirement, or wander- 
ed about in want and adversity ; he 


had not where to lay his head ; he § 
suffered hunger and thirst, fatigue | 


and weariness, stripes and buffet- 
ings, and at length the cruel death 
of the cross. There was no form 
nor comeliness in him, his visage 
was marred, more than the sons of 
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men. There were no splendours 
to dazzle the eyes of men. In or- 
der to be a conquerer, he gat him 
no horses nor chariots, no spears 
nor shields. The weapons of his 
warfare were of quite a different 
nature. In weakness he was made 
strong. He put to flight the ene- 
mies of our salvation; by suffer- 
ing he was made perfect. By pride 
man fell: by humility he was re- 
stored to God’s favour. 4 bruised 


reed he did not break, and smoking 


flax he did not quench; he did not 


ery nor lift up his voice. When he 
was reviled, he reviled not again ; 
but en all things submitted himself 
to God. ‘Thus setting himself for 
an example to his followers ; teach- 
ing them to call off their affections 
from worldly glories, and look to- 
ward something more stable. Thus 
teaching that in comparison with 
God, our strength is to sit still. 
Are our tempers and dispositions 
conformed to this instruction? If 
so, we are prepared to rejoice on 
this day, with a religious joy ac- 
ceptable to God. But if, like the 


| daughter of Zion, we yet hold fast 


the glories of the world, our re- 
joicing will not be that of the Spi- 
rit; it will be but in appearance. 
Meekness and humility, when ex- 
ercised among men, contribute 
more to peace than any other vir- 
tues. Hence our Lord is called 
the Prince of peace. He came 
moreover to make peace between 
God and man; to send peace on 
earth. And therefore his conduct 
was lowly and peaceable. There 
was nothing in his doctrine that 
gave countenance to pride and 
haughtiness of disposition. The 
whole tenour of it is : renounce the 
vain glory of the world; set not 
your hearts on riches; seek not 
dignities ; love not the world, nor 
the pride of life: But become as 
VOL. IV.—No. 9. 


little children, and ye are fit to be 
my disciples. Such was the King 
of Zion, in whom we should this 
day rejoice ; after whom we should 
resolve we will pattern in our 
lives ; remembering that they who 
follow him in his humiliation, shall 
also be exalted with him in his glo- 
ry: for he tells us that the humble 
shall be exalted. 

But the prophet goes on to give 
other reasons why the daughter of 
Zion should rejoice : And I will cut 
off the chariot from Ephraim, and 
the horse from Jerusalem; and the 
battle-bow shall be cut off; and he 
shall speak peace to the heathen.— 
The Prince of peace came not to 
erect a kingdom, and to gain con- 
quest with sword and spear: he 
came not to destroy men’s lives, but 
to save them. His kingdom is a 
spiritual kingdom; not like the 
kingdoms of the world, which ex- 
ercise authority over the bodies of 
men ; but a kingdom over the souls 
of men ; and therefore the weapons 
of worldly warfare have nothing to 
do in extending his reign. Persua- 
sion is the only instrument of of- 
fence ; and meekness and patience 
the only defensive armour of his 
soldiers. Chariots and horses, the 
sword, the spear and bow, the hor- 
rors and the desolations of war are 
utterly forbidden and cut off from 
the true Zion. Let us rather trust 
in him, who hath set up and hith- 
erto prospered the kingdom of 
peace ; who hath promised that the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against 
at; and let us rejoice greatly, that 
it hath come unto us ; that he who 
set it up hath spoken peace unto 
us, who are descended of the hea- 
then. Let us rejoice that peace 
and reconciliation is made between 
God and man: that peace is pro- 
claimed to our own consciences, 
by removing our fears of the wrath 
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of God; and that peace and har- 
mony among each other may be 
secured by following his precepts, 
who came to send peace on earth. 
Angels proclaimed this Ambassador 
of peace, when they informed the 
wondering shepherds that. there 
was peace and good will towards 
men. Then go ye forth in your 
hearts, and welcome this divine 
Messenger of peace. Lift up your 
souls in gratitude to God—a Sav- 
iour’s born to-day. 
We must not ¢onclude without 
some remarks on that part of the 
prophecy, which yet remains to be 
fulfilled ; and his dominion shall be 
from'sea even unto sea, and from 
the river unto the ends of the earth. 
Glorious time, when the Prince of 
peace shall reign universally, from 
west to east, and from north to 
south; when they shall beat their 
swords into plough-shares; and their 
spears into pruning-hooks, and na- 
tions shall learn war nomore ; when 
the great family of men shall sit 
each under his vine, and his fig-tree, 
and none to make them afraid. How 
goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and 
thy tabernacles, O Israel. That 
such a time shall come, we have 
the infallible testimony of God’s 
word. Then ought we to look for- 
ward and rejoice, since he that shall 
come will come; and his word will 
be fulfilled. All nations shall bow 
before him; all kindreds shall ac- 
knowledge his name. And while 
we rejoice, let us also strive to 
hasten the time by mutual charity 
and good will, love and peace with 
each other. Who would not re- 
joice to be instrumental in extend- 
ing the kingdom of peace? Who 
would not rejoice, that God calls, 
and will enable us to co-operate 
with him, in bringing about this 
glorious event, by practising peace 
and charity on earth! However 


the daughter of Zion may have § 


turned her back on her King, when 
he came in his humility ; yet let 


us look forward and rejoice that 


the time is coming, when she also 
shall remember her ways, and re- 
turn whence she has wandered; 
when she shall press into his courts 
to do him reverence. However 
the heathens may adore their filse 
gods, and burn incense to those 
which are no Gods ; yet the time is 
coming when they shall remember 
themselves, and turn unto the Lord, 


However Christians may now differ § 


in faith and practice ; yet assured- 
ly the time will come, when there 
shall be no divisions ; but all shall 
take sweet counsel together, and 
walk unto the house of God: For 
Christ’s kingdom shall assuredly 
embrace, in God’s good time, all 
the ends of the earth in one great 
family. 

Finally, as many of us are about 


to commemorate the dying love of 


our King, in his own appointed or- 
dinance, let us approach his table 
with hearts full of gratitude, love, 
and religious joy ; love to God, and 
good will to men; gratitude for 
what is past, and joy for what is to 
come—The great and glorious re- 
alities made known in God’s word. 
While we commemorate his humble 
birth in a manger, and more hum- 
ble death on a cross ; forget not 
that he shall come again, at the ap- 


pointed hour, fo judge the world in | 


righteousness ; when we shall be- 
hold him, glorious as Jerusalem 


herself could have wished ; riding | 


down the heavens in power and 
majesty unspeakable, amidst the ac- 
clamations of saints and angels. 
Then let us say, Come Lord Jesus, 
come quickly; and let the spirit 
and the bride say come—Y ea, let all 
the earth rejoice and say Amen and 
Amen. 
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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Every scribe, which is instructed 
unto the kingdom of heaven, is like 
unto a man that is an householder, 
which bringeth forth out of his trea- 
sure things new and old.—Mat. 
xill. 52. 


The question concerning the li- 
berty of the human will, so much 
agitated in modern times, does not 
appear to have much interested the 
minds of the early Christian Wri- 
ters. Yet the following extract 
from Jrwneus, who lived and wrote 
about the year 200, will show what 
were his views on this contessedly 
yntricate question. 


When our Lord says, how often 
would I have gathered your children 
and ye would not, he declares the 
original law of man’s liberty ; be- 
cause God made him free in the 
beginning, possessing power over 
his own will, and his mind, freely, 
and not of constraint by God, to use 
the commands of God. For con- 
straint is not from God; but man is 
always free to follow his righteous 
precepts. With this design he sets 
before men what is good. Tor he 
has given them power of choice, 
as he has to angels, being also rea- 
sonable creatures, that they who 
obey may enjoy what is good : the 
good is given by God, but it must 
be preserved by themselves. At 
the same time, they who disobey 
must be excluded from all good, 


and consigned to merited punish- 


ment ; since God freely offers them 
abundance, but they themselves 
are not careful to preserve what he 
offers ; nor to consider it precious ; 
but despise the supereminence of 
his goodness, Casting away then, 
and despising such goodness, they 
shall deservedly fall under the con- 


demnation of God; as saith the 
Apostle Paul in his Epistle to the 
Romans, where he testifies; or 
despisest thou the riches of his good- 
ness, and patience, and long suffer- 
ing ; not knowing that the goodness 
of God leadeth thee to repentance ? 
But according to thy hardness and 
impenitent heart, treasurest. up unto 
thyself wrath against the day of 
wrath, and the revelation of the 
righteous gudgment of God. But 
glory and honour, saith he, to every 
one that doeth good. God then has 
given good, as the Apostle testifies 
in this same Epistle, and they who 
perform it shall receive glory and 
honour, because they have wrought 
righteousness, when they could 
have done otherwise ; and they 
who have not wrought it shall re- 
ceive the condemnation of God, be- 
cause they have not, when it was 
in their power to have done good. 
If some are made naturally good, 
and others evil, neither the one 
sort are praiseworthy for being ho- 
ly,for they were made so ; northe 
other blameable, since they were 
so formed. But since all were 
made of the same nature, all equal- 
ly able to observe and perform 
what is good; and on the other 
hand, able to refuse and neglect it, 
most justly in the sight of men, 
who are reasonable beings, and 
much more in the sight of God, 
some are praised, and shall receive 
a worthy testimony of their wise 
choice and perseverance in doing 
good ; and others are blameable, 
and shall receive deserved condem- 
nation, because they rejected right- 
eousness and holiness. Hence the 
prophets exhort men to do justice, 
to perform righteousness, as we 
have shown in many places: And 
because we are apt, through negli- 
gence, to fall into forgetfulness, and 
to want good admonitions, a right: 
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eous God has furnished such ad- 
vice by his Prophets. For the 
same reason our Lord says; Let 
your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father which ts in heav- 
en. Again, that servant who know- 
eth his Lord’s will, and doeth it not, 
shall be beaten with many stripes. 
And again, why call ye me Lord, 
Lord, and do not what I say? All 
such passages, and many more that 
might be noticed, show that men 
possess free will and choice ; be- 
cause God instructs by advice, ex- 
horting us to obedience, and dis- 
suading us from unbelief, not con- 
straining us by his power. 
If any one would reject the gos- 
pel itself, he certainly has power 
so to do; but it is not expedient. 
Disobedience of God, and conse- 
quent loss of his favour is in the 
power of man; but he thereby in- 
curs the greatest possible injury and 
loss. Thus Paul says, all things 
are lawful, but all things are not 
expedient. He here seems to 
refer to the liberty of man, by which 
all things are permissible ; God not 
forcing him to any ; yet he teaches 
that some things are not expedient ; 
that we should not use our liberty 
for a cloak of maliciousness ; since 
this is not expedient. Again he 
says, Speak the truth every one to his 
neighbour. And, Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your 
mouth—Nor filthiness, nor vain 
talking, nor jesting, which are not 
suitable; but rather giving of 
thanks—And aguin, ye were some- 
time in darkness, but now are ye 
light in the Lord. Walk honestly, 
as children of light; not in revel- 
ling and drunkenness ; not in cham- 
bering and wantonness ; not in an- 
ger and malice—If it were not in 
our power to do, or refrain from 
these things, what reason had the 


Apostle, and much more our Lord 
to admonish us that we should do 
some things, and abstain from oth- 
ers ? 

But since man from the begin- 
ning is a being possessed of free 
choice, as God, after whose image 
he was formed, possesses free will, 
so admonition is given him to hold 
fast that which is good, that which 
proceeds from obedience to God. 
But yet not merely in action, but 
in faith also, has God secured to 
man freedom and power of choice ; 
saying, according to thy faith be it 
unto thee; manifesting that faith is 
aman’s own, since he exercises 
his own proper sentiments. And 
again ; All thingsare possible to him 
that believeth. And, as thou hast 
believed be it unto thee. Such like 
passages show that man has his faith 
in his own power. Hence it is 

said, he that believeth in him hath 
life eternal ; but he that believeth not 
the Son, hath not life eternal, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him. For 
this reason then the Lord manifest- 
ingto man his own proper good, 
and signifying his free will and pow- 
er, said to Jerusalem, How often 
would I have gathered thy children, 
as a hen gathereth her chickens un- 
der her wings; and ye would not ? 
Wherefore your house is left unto 
you desolate. 

They who teach the opposite of 
this, themselves maintain that the 
Lord is impotent, as though he 
were incapable of accomplishing 
what he would; or rather as ig- 


norant, according to them, of the 


nature of earthly beings, who can- 
not partake of his incorruptible 
nature. For say they, it behooved 
him not to have created angels, 
such as they are, capable of trans- 
gressing ; nor men who could im- 
mediately become ungrateful to 
him, since they are formed ration- 
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al beings, and capable of examin- 
ing and judging for themselves ; 
and not irrational, such as dumb 


| beasts; which can do nothing by 


their own will, but are impelled to 


their proper good, by necessity and 


force ; in which there is only sen- 


) sation, and unchangeable manners 


without judgment, which can do 
nothing, save to what they are driv- 
en. If such were the case with all 
creatures, good would not be plea- 
sant, because good; nor woulda 


» knowledge of God be precious, nor 


any good be desirable, because it 
would come to them without their 
own motion, care, and seeking ; It 
would be cast upon them at ran- 
dom, and not from choice. Thus 


} their good would have nothing of 

} moment—T hey would be as they 

> were by nature, not by will —-They 
| would have a spontaneous good not 


of election.—Hence they would be 


) incapable of forming an estimate of 


the beauty of goodness, or enjoy- 


hing its real worth. 


—— 
For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Our correspondent who signs him- 
self Sener, and who seems to be a dili- 
gent collector of facts concerning the 
Episcopal Church in this country, has 
put into our bands a manuscript vol- 
ume of Biographical Sketches of the 


|Clergy; from which we propose to 


make frequent selections. 


Rev: Epenezer Disster, D. D. 
}was a missionary from the society 
itor the propagation of the Gospel 
an foreign parts, at Stamford, in 

yonnecticut ; and was considered 
eby them, as one of their most ac- 
ive and zealous missionaries. He 
asa native of that state, and born 

at Danbury, and graduated at Yale 


College in 1734. In the course of 
his ministry he used great diligence 
and fidelity ; and not only served 
his congregation at Stamford to 
their satisfaction, but be annually 
visited many vacant parishes on 
week days, and also on Sundays, 
as often as he could be spared from 
his people. Mr. Dibblee had the 
satisfaction to see his congregation, 
during his whole ministry, continue 
in a peaceable, united state ; pay- 
ingyin general, a due regard to all 
the offices of religion. What a hap- 
piness is it for a clergyman to live 
among people of a quiet and uffec- 
tionate disposition ; and who make 
a suitable improvement of the re- 
ligious advantages they enjoy ! 

In 1762 the dissenters at Green- 
wich, a few miles from Stamford, 
in concurrence with the Episcopal- 
ans, requested Mr. Dibblee to at- 
tend divine service there on Sun- 
days, as often as was consistent with 
the duties of his care : which good 
disposition he endeavoured to im- 
prove, not only by alloting them 
one Sunday in eight, but also by 
preaching to them every Sunday 


after evening service was over at 


Stamford. This the zealous man 
did, as long as he was able to attend 
three services ina day; and the 
blessing of God seemed to descend, 
like the reviving dew of heaven, 
upon his labours of love ; for many 
persons were added to the church 
through his exertions. 

In 1763, Mr. Dibblee began to 
perform divine service the second 
Sunday in each month in bis Chap- 
el of Ease at Greenwich, six miles 
from Stamford, which was much 
crowded, and the people appeared 
to be singularly benefited by hit 
ministrations. I believe he con- 
tinued to officiate the second Sun- 
day in. each month at Greenwich, 
as long as he lived. 
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From the year 1760, tothe year 
1769, Mr. Dibblee baptised 570 
white children, 38 white adults, 
and 9 black adults. He had near 
one hundred communicants in his 
parish, including Stamford and 
Greenwich. If he baptised so ma- 
ny in a few years, what a vast mul- 
titude must have received this sa- 
crament from his hands in the 
course of his ministry! Yea, to 
how many also must he have brok- 
en'the bread of life, and given the 
cup of Salvation! Especially when 
we consider the great number of 
visits he paid to vacant congrega- 
tions, where he sometimes baptised 
30 or 40 at once ; and commonly 
administered the Lord’s supper at 
every visit. 

Dr. Dibblee was a very venera- 
ble looking man, a sound divine, 
and a good preacher. He perform- 
ed the service of the church admi- 
rably well ; every sentence seem- 
ed to make a deep impression on 
his own heart, which could not fail 
to make a deep and lasting impres- 
sion upon the hearts of others. He 
had an easy method of instructing 
the ignorant, of comforting the af- 
flicted, and of reproving the wick- 
ed without giving offence. It was 
pleasing and profitable to hear him 
converse in private, he was so like 
a parent, that his words seemed to 
flow from a fountain of love and be- 
nevolence—He at once both cheer- 
ed and instructed the mind of the 
hearer. 

Mrs. Dibblee died two or three 
years before the Doctor. This was 
a heavy affliction, but he bore it 
with patience and christian forti- 
tude. 1 was present when she di- 
ed; and it was an excellent lesson 
tosee his behaviour. Faith, love, 
hope, all shone conspicuous in eve- 
ry word, look, andaction, A neigh- 


bour and parishioner, who called to 
see him in his affliction, addressed 
him in this manner: “ Sir, | am 
sorry for your loss—I pray God to 
sanctify this severe dispensation to 
you.” He replied ;—‘I thank 
you for your kind and affectionate 
prayer. But why should you be 
sorry that God has done bis will, 
since he cannot err ? My dear wife 
is happy, and I cannot wish her 


back again into a world of sorrow, § 


I trust I shall shortly see her, and 
enjoy her society with God—I feel 
perfectly resigned to his provi- 
dence, and believe that he governs 
every thing for the best--The Lord 
prepare us all for death and judg.- 
ment, then crown us with life and 
immortal glory.”? The Doctor had 
several children both sons and 
daughters, who were genteelly 


brought up, and religiously taught. § 


His daughters appeared to be very 
pious and well-informed women. 


I shall only add that the Doctor fy 


was a good husband, a tender pa- 
rent, an obliging neighbour, a warm 
friend, a faithful Pastor, and a sin- 
cere christian. 
stations of life, he was an example 
to ministers and people. Dr. Dibb- 
lee was a convert from the Con- 


gregational persuasion of religion, f 
to the Episcopal Church, after hef 


left college. He was at first licen- 
ced as a candidate among the dis- 
senters, and allowed to preach in 
their congregations ; He went to 


England for holy orders in 1747.—} 


This worthy and venerable clergy- 
man died in the year 1799; old 


and full of days, highly respected,} 


and much lamented by his congre- 
gations. His funeral was attended 
by a large concourse of people. 
and he went to the grave, like a 
shock of corn fully ripe for the 
garner. SENEX. 


In all the several 
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Biblical Criticism.—Anecdotes, Gleanings, &c. 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 


Who shall lay any thing to the 
charge of God’s elect? It is God 
that justifieth. Who is he that con- 
It is Christ that died ; 
yea rather that ws risen again, who 
who is even at the right hand of 
God; who also maketh intercession 
for us. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 

On this passage it should be re- 
marked that the words, it 7s, are 
twice inserted by the translators, 
to bring out the sense as they un- 
derstood it. And besides this, it is 
well known that grammatical pau- 
ses are of comparatively modern 
invention, and consequently are 
fair subjects of ordinary criticism. 
Now suppose an interrogation point 
to be twice inserted, and it will 
convert the whole passage into a 
series of questions, thus: Whoshall 
lay any thing to the charge of God’s 
elect? Shall God who justifieth ? 
Who is he that condemneth? Is it 
Christ that died, yea, rather that is 
risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God; who also maketh in- 
tercession for us? This reading is 
confirmed by considering that the 
following verse is also interrogato- 
ry: Who shall separate us fromthe 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation ? 
or distress ? or persecution? or fa- 
mine ? or nakedness? or peril? or 
sword? ‘Thus the whole passage 
is converted into a beautiful speci- 
men of the rhetorical figure Inter- 
rogation ; in which what is intend- 
ed to be strongly affirmed is put in 
the form of a question. In this 
case the figure, by the proposed 
emendation, rises by an uninter- 
rupted climax, into the strongest 
asseveration of which language is 
capable. As if the apostle had 


said ; Neither God who justifieth ; 
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nor Christ who died, and rose again, 
and ascended into Heaven; nor 
any earthly evils, by drawing us 
aside from the steadfastness of our 
faith, shall deprive us of the pow- 
erful intercession of him who sit- 
teth at the right hand of God, and 
sendeth down his Holy Spirit to aid 
our infirmities. — 


And this Ipray, that your love may 
abound yet more and more, in know- 
ledge, and in all judgment; that 
ye may approve things that are ex- 
cellent. Phil. 1. 9, 10. 

In this passage the noun oscdneis 
would have been better rendered 
discernment than judgment; and 
likewise the verb doximaZ%sw more 
frequently signifies to explore, to 
examine, to search into, than to ap- 
prove. So that the passage should 
read ; And this I pray, that your love 
may abound yet more and more, iz 
knowledge, and in all discernment ; 
that ye may search out things excel- 
lent. 


For they that are dead are free 
from sin. Rom. vi. 7. 

Here the verb dsdixoswros would 
better have been rendered justifi- 
ed; the appropriate meaning of the 
word, rather than free ; having re- 
ference no doubt to the joyful hope 
of a glorious resurrection, in which 
the saints rest between death and 
the last day ; knowing thernselves 
to be ransomed from the power and 
all assaults of sin. 


—_——S— 
For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
Anecdotes, Gleanings, §c. 
Lorp Bacon, in his remarks on 


the controversies that existed ip 
the Church of England, between 
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the Puritans of his day, and the es- 
tablishment, finely observes : Per- 
haps some one will say, behold the 
fruits of fureign churches, and of 
our own. ‘To such an one I an- 
swer, that it is my constant prayer; 
that God would pour down a hun- 
dred fold of his benediction and his 
grace upon those churches. Yet 
it becomes us not to draw them into 
comparison in this manner. It may 
be that peace has rendered us wan- 
tun. And, not to derogate from the 
honour of those churches, any fur- 
ther than may serve to remove 
scandal from their pale, it may be 
their fruits are like torches in the 
night, which seem the larger the 
further off they are. I know they 
have certain rigid institutions for the 
suppression of various vices. Yet 
when I look at the censures of some 
imen ; and consider the men them- 
selves asindividuals connected with 
the churches by which they are 
governed, I cannot avoid calling to 
mind the saying of Plato, that ‘* The 
vices flowing trom the irascible 
part of the soul are worse in their 
progress, than those of the concu- 
piscible, although more conceal- 
ed.”” As to what is frequently said 
of the quarrels among the ancient 
bishops, it may be observed, God 
grant that we may vie with other 
churches in the manner of the vine 
and olive-tree, which of us shall 
produce the best fruit; and not 
like the bramble and the thistle, 
which shall be the least useless. 
As to Episcopal government, with- 
out prejudging the Presbyterians or 
other reformed churches, I take it 
to be founded on the word of God, 
and the practice of the primitive 
church in the best ages : it is like- 
wise better adapted to royalty in 
the civil state, than parity in the 
ministry, and government by sy- 
nods. It is moreover to be const- 


dered, that the church is not now 
to be planted and constituted, but 
purged and preserved from corrup- 
tion ; to be repaired, as it were, 
and refitted from some defect. 





I. Cor. u. 2—For I determined 
not to know any thing among you 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 


These words concentrate all the 
articles of the Apostles’ and Nicene 
Creeds, and even of the scriptures 
themselves. Jesus Christ who is 
elsewhere said to be the same yes- 
terday, to day, and forever, is here 
represented, as the only object of 
the real christian’s desire :—Him 
whom his soul loveth. His name, 
to the believer’s heart, is as oint- 
ment poured out. It diffuses itself 
over the whole man, and heals him 
in soul and body. Jesus was the 
proper name given to this wonder- 
ful personage by the Angel. Je- 


sus Vave, signifies the figure of 


Christ as a King, who was to rule 
the hearts of his people, Jesus Sy- 
dracke, the figure of Christ as a 
prophet, who should teach his peo- 
ple; and Jesus Josedeck the figure 
of Christ as a priest who should of: 
fer himself a sacrifice for them. 

The name Jesus contains in it, a 
thousand treasures of good things ; 
in the contemplation whereof, St. 
Paul uses it five hundred times in 
his epistles. 


Christ is an appellative title of 


office or dignity. It signifies an- 
ointed. He was anointed to his 
sacred characters by the Holy 
Ghost. ‘‘He was anointed with 
the oil of gladness above his fel- 
lows.”? By the descent of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, he was set apart and con- 
secrated to be our prophet, priest. 
and king. His prophetical office 
lasted from his baptism to the insti- 
tution of the Lord’s Supper, when 
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he offered up himself in the holy Convention in the Diocese of New- 


Eucharist for our sins ; and which 
he perfected on the cross. From 
the institution of the Lord’s Sup- 
per, to the moment he expired, he 


} performed the duties peculiar to his 


priestly office. In and after his 
resurrection, he acted as our king ; 
and he will continue to act till all 


| things are put under his feet. Then 


he will deliver up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father, that God 
may be all in all. 


The doctrines of christianity, 
drawn from the writings of St. Paul 
are these, viz : 

i—One Lord. 

2—One Faith. 

3—One Baptism. 

4—One God and Father of us 
all: who is blessed forever more. 

And yet some men teach many 
Lords, many Faiths, many Bap- 
tisms, many Gods and Fathers.— 
They teach, what it was never 
the design of religion men should 
teach, and what tends to destroy 
the peace and happiness of the 
world—They teach error and dis- 
cord. Whereas it is our duty to 
endeavour to think alike, and to en- 
quire what the mind and will of the 
Lord is :—to see what Christ has 
commanded us to believe and do ; 


| and not to follow or be led by our 


own wills ; nor suffer our own un- 
stable fancies to captivate our minds 
and bring us into bondage to hu- 


Ian invention. 


He who attempts to reason with 
a fool, does not reason, but calum- 
niate, says Lord Bacon. 

He who in party times is of nei- 
ther party, is either better or worse 


| than either party. 
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York. 


On the return of the highly respect” 
ed Bishop Hosart, from his tour in 
Europe, with the establishment of his 


health, it might be expected the pro- 
ceedings would be interesting; and 


such was the fact, as the following ad- 


dress and resolves will attest :— 
BISHOP HOBART’S ADDRESS. 


“It is with feelings which truly 
it is not in my power to express, 
that I again find myself in the midst 


of you; do let me thus call you’ 


with no common emphasis—my be- 
loved brethren of the clergy and 
laity. Thanks to God for that 
protecting providence which has 
brought me to you ; and.who gra- 
ciously enables me to enjoy the de- 
lightful satisfaction of seeing my 
clergy assembled, without the alloy, 
that death has taken away any of 
their valued number. We mourn 
indeed the affecting stroke that has 
removed from the sphere of minis- 
terial usefulness on which they had 
entered since my departure, some 
young servants of our heavenly 
Master, who were, in every view, 
of the highest promise. 

But I again press to the bosom— 
I have felt it—of mutual affection ; 
again take with the band of warm 
congratulation, the Clergy whom 
I had left, whom I had often seen 
in this sacred place. I knew not 
their full hold on my heart till I 
was separated from them and again 
unitedto them. I also see the re- 
vered and honored Laymen Whom 
I have been and am proud to call 
my friends, to denominate them 
with an appellation that still more 
endears them to me, the Friends of 
the Church; the Zion whom they 
— ought, and | trust do supreme- 
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ly love ; not as the mere religious 
party with which we are fortuitous- 
ly cast, but as the depository and 
dispenser of the truths of salvation. 

The assembling on these occa- 
sions of the Laity to aid and sup- 
port their Bishop and their Clergy 
in those ecclesiastical measures that 
fall within their province, I have 
ever considered as under God one 
of the best securities of the union 
and prosperity of our Church— 
one of the strongest pledges that 
she enjoys the confidence of her 
members, and a powerful earnest 
of and excitement to all those ex- 
ertions by which that prosperity is 
to be secured. 

Welcoming, most cordially wel- 
coming from these considerations, 
to these ecclesiastical meetings my 
brethren of the laity, long may we 
be gratified by their presence.” 

But my heart delights to think 
that their present assemblage I may 
regard in some degree as an evi- 
dence of the affectionate interest 
which they take in their Bishop ; 
in one who, proud, unaffectedly 
and deeply proud of every mani- 
festation of their attachment, now 
recalls many, many periods in 
which he has been aided by their 
counsel, strengthened, powerfully 
strengthened by their support, ani- 
mated by their confidence, and so- 
laced by their friendship. 

My brethren of the Clergy and 
Laity, my feelings would fain pour 
out themselves in words, but truly, 
ee is no affectation here, ) words 

0 not come adequate to my feel- 
ings of respect, of affection, of gra- 
titude ; yes, gratitude for your con- 
fidence, for your kind estimation of 
my services, for your indulgence 
to my failings, for the sympathetic 
and deep interest and prayers that 
marked my departure and my ab- 
sence, for the heart-cheering greet- 
ings that welcome my return. 


But I can say, and I must say that 
I honor, that I esteem, that | love 
you. And do, I beseech you, car- 
ry with you to your congregations 
and your fellow churchmen the 
expressions of my gratitude for all 
the interest which, in various ways, 
they have so strongly manifested 
for their absent Bishop. 

Tell them that he comes grateful 
indeed, for hospitalities and atten- 
tions abroad, and admiring much 
that he has seen, especially in the 
land of his fathers ; but prizing all 
that he left behind, more, he would 
almost say, infinitely more than 
when he went away ; loving his 
Church as the purest and the best, 
however as yet humble among the 
Churches of Christendom; and 
why should he not, for once in his 


life, mingle with his public acts as § 


a Christian Bishop, his sentiments 
as a citizen, loving his country as 
the best and the happiest, because 
the freest upon earth—Tell them 
that he comes with renovated de- 


sires to serve them—to do his duty : 
to the beloved diocese of which he & 
has charge. Of that diocese, to] 


say the least, so important in the 


general relations of our Zion, it de- 
lights him to know that, during his f 


absence, harmony and zeal and de- 
licate attention to his supposed 
wishes and feeling, marked all your 


united and separate measures. It 
delights him to find so many eviden- F 


ces of its prosperity in the nume- 


rous representations which already f 


meet him, of persons to be confirm- 
ed, of new congregations to be vis- 


ited and of new Churches to bef 
consecrated. And above all it de- ff 


lights him to know, that with zeal for 
all those externals of our Church, 
which God has made the safe- 


guards of her spiritual principles— FF 


those great principles which cons- 


titute the Gospel which that Church § 


professes in its greatest purity, the 
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power of God unto salvation, are 
the animating guides of the public 
instructions of the Clergy, and I 
humbly hope, duly prized by the 
eople to whom they minister. 

Even if the period since my ar- 
rival had been long enough for the 
purpose, the circumstances follow- 
ing that arrival, of which you must 
be aware, have so excited and en- 
grossed my feelings as not to admit 
of my gaining that information which 
would enable me to present to you 
in detail the state of the diocese, a 
gratification to which I look for- 
ward, God willing, at some future 
opportunity. 

The business of the missionary 
department has, during my absence, 
been conducted with great ability 
by the committee to whom it is con- 
fided. 

I must however, earnestly press, 
from aconviction of its supreme 
importance, your zealous and per- 
severing efforts to keep up and in- 
crease the missionary fund, by 
means of which the truths and or- 
dinances of the gospel as professed 
by our church, have been dispens- 
ed toso many who were destitute 
of them. The duties of the stand- 
ing committee also, which my ab- 
sence increased, have been most 
ably discharged. Nor let me omit 
for myself and I am confident for 
you, the warm expression of grati- 
tude to several of my brethren of 
the episcopacy for their services in 
this diocese, and especially to my 
long known and valued brother of 
the diocese of New-Jersey, for the 
numerous official acts which with 
so much cordiality and ability he 
has performed for his absent broth- 
er. They will long live in our af- 
fectionate remembrance. 

My heart has been often with my 
diocese ; and particularly on those 
interesting occasions when my ve- 


nerable father and brethren of the 
episcopacy assembled here on the 
concerns of our general Theologi- 
cal Seminary; which institution, 
since its organization on its present 
correct and impartial principles, by 


which provisions may be made for 


theological education adequate to 
the wants of the whole church, I 
had hoped would have engaged the 
united and cordial co-operation of 
every diocese, as it had done on a 
memorable occasion the prayers 
and the acts of its highest ecclesias- 
tical assembly ; and of which (and 
on this point I shall say no more, ) 
as the great hope under God of our 
Zion and one of the principal bonds 
of its unity, I have been, through 
some evil report, its zealous, and I 
think, consistent advocate. 

One thing more, Brethren of the 
clergy and especially of the laity, 
(for, engaged as they are in the bu- 
siness and cares of the world,) to 
them the admonition particularly 
applies—continue to love your 
church as maintaining and profess- 
ing the faith once delivered to the 
saints, the ministry and worship of 
apostolic and primitive times—dis- 
play your affection by devoting, as 
opportunity offers, your talents, 
your influence, your time, and for- 
get not, also, the wealth with which 
Providence has blessed you, to her 
extension and prosperity. But let 
me deeply impress on you how ut- 
terly vain will beall our affection— 
all our exertions for our Zion, un- 
less, through the agency of the di- 
vine spirit, its sacred truth and mi- 
nistration and services come with 
that power on our hearts and lives 
which redeems them from all un- 
holy desires, sanctifies them after 
the divine image of purity and good- 


ness, and produces the fruits of — 


righteousness and peace. 
Then, and then only, shall we 
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pass through this Zion below to the 
more blessed Zion above, where, 
in all the pewers and the feelings 
of our nature, we shall find the per- 
fection of truth and the fulness of 
felicity. God grant of his infinite 
mercy in Christ, brethren, that 
there we may meet and abide for- 
ever.” 

The following resolutions, having 
been reported by the Committee, 
were adopted by the Convention ; 
Bishop Hebart having retired, and 
the Rt. Rev. Bishop Croes, of New 
Jersey, being in the Chair :— 

** Resolved, That this Conven- 
tion return their most fervent thanks 
to Almighty God, for His kind Pro- 
vidence in preserving their Bishop 
during his absence, in restoring his 
health, and in bringing him, in safe- 
ty, to the bosom of his family, to 
the embraces of his friends, and to 
the cordial and ardent welcome of 
his diocese. 

Resolved, That this Convention 
have undiminished confidence in 
their Bishop, in the rectitude of his 
principles, in the purity of his mo- 
tives, and in the elevation of his 
character ; and that they are hap- 
py in bearing their testimony to the 
soundness of his policy, and the 
correctness of his proceedings, 
whether within the sphere of his 
own diocese, or in the concerns of 
the Church at large. 

Resolved, That this Convention 
participate most heartily in the sen- 
timents expressed by their Bishop, 
in regard tothe General Theologi- 
cal Seminary, and are happy that 
they have always seen in him the 
firm, the dignified, and the consis- 
tent supporter of its rights and best 
interests. 

Resolved, That this Convention 
have heard with feelings of inex- 
presible love and reverence the 


dignified and affectionate address 


delivered by the Bishop; and re. 
ciprocate, with unrestrained cor- 
diality, the kindness and tender- 
ness manifested both in its senti- 
ments, and in its delivery ; and that 
they will ever retain a remem- 
brance of the hallowed scene pre- 
sented by this assembly and its head, 
overpowered by their mutual emo- 
tions, as an additional pledge of per- 
sonal love towards himself, and of 
union with each other.” 


— fp 
For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Mr. Epiror, 


Please to inform the readers of 
your useful Magazine, how far 
Churchmen ought to consider them- 
selves bound to regard the rule, 
furnished them in the Prayer Book, 


respecting the private reading of | 


Holy Scripture, and how much 
should be read daily, by each indi- 
vidual, in every family. It has been 
thought, that the reading of it in 
families should be statedly, morn- 
ing and evening, two chapters from 
the Old Testament, and two from 
the New; four chapters at least 
every day: because this number 
is selected and set in the Tables of 
the monthly Calendar, for all days 
in the year. i 

No rule, to be sure, is given re- 
quiring it in so many words ; still, 
such a one is implied, in the selec- 
tion of scriptures for daily reading. 
And, to say the least, a good hint is 
furnished by it to young persons, 
concerning the duty, they owe to 
their God and themselves ; and it 
may serve also, to put persons of 
more mature years in ‘remem- 
brance of things,’ which they 
‘ ought to know and believe to their 
soul’s health.’ 
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Nothing can be of more conse- 
quence to candidates for Heaven, 
than an early acquaintance with the 
book of directions God gives, to 
guide their erring feet through this 
earthly pilgrimage. That book is 
the bible. And they, who com- 
mence reading it in the morning of 
their day of grace, and follow out 
the plan of our church attentively, 
as life advances, will find their ad- 
vantage in it, deriving more satis- 
faction from it, than from all other 
kinds of reading. Let such as have 
tried the experiment tell the world 
their experience, in this respect: 
and let all, who may.cast their eyes 
upon this sketch, make trial of the 
plan proposed, and their expecta- 
tions, not less than the writer’s ob- 
ject, will be answered. 

Mr. Kett, in his Elements of Ge- 
neral Kuowledge, very justly re- 
marks ; that ‘‘to peruse the Holy 
Scriptures, is one of the first em- 
ployments of childhood. We can- 
not fail to congratulate ourselves, 
that our time has been thus occu- 
pied, when our judgment is suffi- 
ciently mature to form a compara- 
tive estimate of the various produc- 
tions of literature, and we are fully 
able to determine their usefulness. 
And it will be found, as life is verg- 
ing towards its close : when every 
other book begins to be insipid and 
uninteresting, that the Holy Bible, 
which includes the most ancient re- 
cords of time, the clearest eviden- 
ces of a divine revelation and the 
joyful promises of eternal happi- 
ness, will attract us more and more, 
as old age advances, and will afford 
us that divine solace and inexpres- 
sible satisfaction, which no other 
writings can give.” 

To his own, that Author adds 
Bishop Hall’s testimony respecting 
the excellence of the divine wri- 
tings, and the great benefit of peru- 
sing them :—~ 


“I durst appeal to the judg- 
ment of a candid reader, that there 
is no history so pleasant as the sa- 
cred. Set aside the majesty of the 
inditer, none can compare with it 
for the magnificence and antiquity 
of the matter, the sweetness of 
compiling, the: strange variety of 
memorable occurrences: and if 
the delight be such, what shall the 
profit be esteemed of that, which 
was written by God for the salva- 
tion of men ? I confess no thoughts 
did ever more sweetly steal me and 
time away, than those which I have 
employed in this subject: and [ 
hope none can equally benefit oth- 
ers; for if the mere relation of 
these holy things be profitable, how 
much more when it is reduced to 
use.” 

Besides this elegant quotation 
from that pious prelate, the same 
writer gives us ‘the opinion of Sir 
William Jones, a person as much 
distinguished by the soundness of 
his judgment, as by his extensive 
and various learning. In the last 
leaf of his Bible these words were 
written : ‘ F have regularly and at- 
tentively read these Holy scrip- 
tures, and am of opinion that this 
volume independently of its divine 
origin, contains more simplicity and 
beauty, more pure morality, more 
important history, and finer strains 
of poetry and eloquence, than can 
be collected frem all other books, 
im whatever age or language they 
may have been composed.” 

It is believed that the sentiments 
of Churchmen, generally, accord 
with these views of some among 
the most distinguished, who have 
borne the name ; and it is hoped, 
that the practice of all who bear it 
still, will be as conformable to the 
wishes of the church we love, as 
theirs was. 0. 
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For the Churehman’s Magazine. 


Review of the Boox of the Cuurcn, 
by Robert Southey, Esq. L. L. D. 
Poet Laureate, &c. from the se- 
cond London Edition: Boston, 
Wells & Lilly, and Bliss & White, 
New- York. 


Concluded from page 252. 


We have now reached a period 
of time, in which present existing 
party views, and interests among 
English people, and their descend- 
ants in this country, are discolour- 
ing events, and distorting facts from 
their just proportions. Hence we 
are not unaware that we hazard 
giving offence to one side or the 
other; perbapstoboth. Yettruth 
should no more be sacrificed by 
the Reviewer than the Historian, 
to such apprehensions. He should 
endeavour to render equal justice 
to his author, and his readers. And 
that we may start fair from this 
point, with a previous understand- 
ing of the course intended to be 
taken, the reader should be re- 
minded of what has before been 
said, that we are decided advocates 
of the Church of England, with 
a salvo of a few inconsiderable 
points: and consequently not in- 
clined to look with a favourable 
eye on the Puritans who dissented. 
At the same time, we engage it shall 
not be a frowning look of defiance, 
or of scorn and contempt ; making 
all due allowance for the infirmities 
of human nature, and the peculiar 
circumstances in which they were 
placed. 

It is truly and justly remarked 
by Southey, that the first Puritans, 
in the fore part of Elizabeth’s 
reign, agreed with the church in all 
essential points of doctrine, dis- 
senting only from external rites and 


ceremonies, such as certain vest. 
ments ordered to be worn by the 
clergy ; kneeling at the sacrament, 
bowing at the name of Jesus, and 
the sign of the cross in baptism. 
And that men of sense and piety 
should have disturbed the peace of 
the church for such trifles, might 
seem altogether unaccountable, did 
we not take into view the state of 
things at the time. They had seen 
such trifles constituting, not merely 
the external ornament, but a good 
part of the body and spirit of reli- 
gion. They had seen the Romish 
Hierarchy ready to persecute for 
the maintenance of these and such 
like exterior ceremonies ; and thus 
they had become associated in their 
minds with the most odious enor- 
mities: they were leading them 
captive they knew not whither. 
Like other men they took no seri- 
ous pains to reserve themselves 
from this captivity. Here we ven- 
ture to say, our author has shown 
some spice of the Idola Specus, not 
having extended to the Puritans 
that allowance for circumstances, 
which he has candidly avowed to 
others, on many former occasions. 
That this amounts to a full excuse 
and justification should not be claim- 
ed; but that it is some palliation 
of the pertinacity and zeal, with 
which they adhered to their ob- 
jections, should in justice be ad- 
mitted. 


But here the next generation of f 


them stopped not ; for in the latter 
end of Elizabeth's reign, and that 
of James I. we see them objecting 
to the whole establishment, liturgy, 
articles, and government. The 
language of the zealots was, Down 
with it, down with it, even to the 

round—Not a hoof must be left 
Tbisd Mee with it, root and 
branch. No one talked of com- 
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promise. For here it is well re- 
marked by our author, that the 
idea of toleration had not yet been 
conceived. This removes some 
part of the wrong, as justice re- 
quires, from the men, as individu- 
als, and fixes it on the manners and 
notions of the age. Even the great 
Lord Bacon, who lived at this age, 


with his gigantic mind, bardly seems © 


to have conceived the notion of 
compromise and toleration ; for in 
his Essay on the Unity of the 
Church, he talks about’ putting the 
temporal sword into the hands of 
the magistrate, to be used in mat- 
ters of religion. It is true, he 
would have it confined to cases of 
manifest scandal, or sedition. And 
of this the magistrate must judge. 

Notwithstanding this allowance, 
these Puritans are justly chargea- 
ble with a heavy load of odium, for 
the measuresthey pursued. It was 
their duty to have considered more 
calmly what was the tendency of 
these measures—T hat their oppo- 
nents of the establishment, certain- 
ly very many of them, could not in 
conscience admit their claims— 
That they believed themselves de- 
fending the truth of God—And that 
to assail them, as they did, with 
high charges of Popery, and what 
not, must rouse human passions and 
interests, to join inthe contest. Al- 
lowing none of these considerations 
to have weight, on they went, cast- 
ing around the wild fire of party 
zeal—enlisting all the turbulent and 
fiery spirits of the realm in their 
cause. At length, ambitious, in- 
triguing, and hollow-hearted states- 
men, many of whom were down- 
right infidels, caring nothing for 
religion in any shape further than 
might subserve their own purposes, 
took the business in hand; and 
soon demolished the church estab- 
lishment ; and with it the civil 


government ; and plunged the na- 
tion, for several years, in misrule 
and anarchy. That this lamenta- 
ble commotion and civil war origin- 
ated in the struggle about religion, 
must be manifest to every attentive 
observer. Even the skeptical Mr. 
Hume, who in his closet could talk 
about any thing being the cause of 
any thing, when he comes to con- 
template the course of human e- 
vents, thinks and reasons like other 
men : for on this point he well re- 
marks, ‘*So obvious indeed was 
the king’s present inability to in- 
vade the constitution, that the fears 
and jealousies which operated on 
the people, and pushed them so fu- 
riously to arms, were undoubtedly 
not of a civil, but of a religious na- 
ture.’’* 

The progress of this dismal tra- 
gedy affords our author an oppor- 
tunity to bring forward another 
eminent character, to the honour 
of the church of England ; we mean 
Archbishop Laud. In defence of 
whose character, and palliation of 
whose defects, however it is to be 
regretted he should have attempted 
so much to soften one measure of 
his, we mean his authorizing, by 
his Archiepiscopal authority, the 
the Book of Sports to be indulged 
in by the populace on Sunday, a 
day dedicated to the worship and 
service of AlmightyGod. That he 
was obstinate and unyielding in his 
measures, he admits. We would 
rather he should have said firm 
and decided in defence of the 
church, of which he was the head ; 
and which it was his duty to de- 
fend, even at the hazard of life. 
But whatever may have been his 
defects, it must be admitted, he 
atoned for them more than a thou- 
sand fold, by his tragical death up- 


* Hume’s England, Vol. iv. p. 315 
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on the scaffold. Gloriously are 
they all covered by the fact, por- 
trayed bythe pen of Southey. His 
calm collected mind, in that awful 
hour—his unruffled manner—his 
solemn prayer with and for both 
enemies and friends, and himself, 
show a mind far exalted above all 
Greek and Roman heroism—And 
why ’—Because he was a Chris- 
tian—He believed and felt both 
himself and his enemies to be in 
the hands of a righteous God, who 
was suffering them to take his life, 
and that then their power would 
terminate. 

Did our limits permit, we would 
extract a great part of this finely 
draughted scene. But we forbear, 
and insert only some concluding re- 
marks, as a specimen of the au- 
thor’s correct discernment into hu- 
man affairs. Vol. ii. chap. 17. 
p. 438. 

‘¢The enemies of Laud cut off.from 
him, at the utmost, a few short years of 
infirmity and pain; and this was all 
they could do! They removed him 
from the sight of calamities, which 
would have been to him tenfold more 
grievous than death; and they afforded 
him an opportunity of displaying at his 
trial, and on the scaffold, as in a public 
theatre, a presence of mind, a strength 
of intellect, a calm and composed tem- 
per, an. heroic and saintly magnanimi- 
ty, which he never could have been 
known to possess, if he had not thus 
been put to the proof. Had they con- 
tented themselves with stripping him of 
his rank and fortune, and letting him 
go to the grave a poor and broken- 
hearted old man, their calumnies might 
then have proved so effectual, that he 
would have been more noted now for 
his infirmities, than for his great and 
eminent virtues. But they tried him 
in the burning fiery furnace of afflict- 

ion, and then his sterling worth was as- 
sayed and proved. And the martyr- 
dom of Cranmer is not more inexpiably 
disgraceful to the Roman Catholic, 
than that of Laud to the Puritan perse- 
cutors.” 


From this period of factious tur- 
moil, confusion, and disorder, when 
all the turbulent passions of men 
were let loose, on pretence of re- 
ligion, to prey upon the peace of 
society, we hasten to the last and 
concluding struggle between the 
Papacy and the church of England, 
commonly called the Revolution. 
On this event the mind dwells with 
high complacency and satisfaction ; 
for it was commenced, carried on, 
and completed, without a sword 
being drawn in the bloody field, or 
the executioner’s axe lifted up up- 
on the scaffold. The war of words 
only did the business. Free dis- 
cussion in the domestic circle— 
From the press, that powerful en- 
gine of offence and defence, in those 
modern times—In solemn and re- 
gular courts of law—And in the 
great national council, the parlia- 
ment, accomplished the whole.— 
The truth was, that hideous mons- 
ter, persecution, engendered by 
heathen emperors against Chris- 

tianity, and adopted and fostered by 
the Romish church, in ages of dark- 
ness, was now seen in its true light. 
Its poisonous rancour was nearly 
wiped from men’s minds. All de- 
nominations were beginning to see 
and feel the wisdom and piety of a 
comprehensive and liberal com- 
promise. A deep impression had 
possessed the minds of all Pro- 
testants, that there could be no 
safety under the government of a 
Roman Catholic Sovereign. Hence 
a firm and decided, but temperate 
resistance to the measures of the 
court, was successfully begun, and 
carried through to the end. This 
resistance was commenced by the 
bishops, as became their station 

and character. And here we pro- 

pose to devolve a part of our task 

onthe author. Vol. ii. chap. 18, 

p. 479. 
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‘¢The measures of the Court were 
such at that time as to justify the dark- 


‘est forebodings. A Papist was ap- 


pointed Dean of Christ Church, and the 
King dispensed with his taking the 
oaths. A noble stand against a similar 
nomination was made by the Fellows 
of Magdalen College, and though the 
new Court of Commiasion exerted its 
power, and expelled them; the re¢sist- 
ance which had there been made pro- 
duced a strong effect upon the nation. 
At Cambridge also the King was op- 
with equal firmness, and when 

he sent his mandamus, requiring them 
to receive one of his priests, a Bene- 
dictine, as Master of Arts, they unani- 
mously refused teobey. One aggress- 
ion followed another; the laws had 
plied before the King; and if the Cler- 
gy had yielded also, the civil and reli- 
gious liberties of England would have 
been Jaid at his feet. But he found in 
them « steady and principled resist- 
ance, and when he issued an order in 
Council, requiring the Clergy to read 
ia all their pulpjts a declaration for li- 
berty of conscience, the point was 
brought to an issue, and those liberties 
depended upon the event. 

ln this declaration James suspended 
all penal laws on matters of religion, 
abolished all tests, and declared all his 
subjects equally capable of employ- 
ments in his service. If this assuinp- 
tion of authority were admitted, the 
constitution in church and state would 
receive its death-blow ; the govern- 
ment would be made arbitrary, and the 
establishment papal. Sancroft consult- 
ed with the most eminent clergy who 
were within reach, and sent a circular 
letter to others, requesting them to 
come to London with all convenient 
speed, and not let it be known that 
they were thus summoned. Among 
the more distinguished of an inferior 
rank who assembled were Tillotson, 
Stillingfleet, and Sherlock. They be- 
gan with prayer, and they concluded 
their deliberations by drawing up a pe- 
tition, beseeching that the King weuld 
not insist upon their distributing and 
reading his declaration. Their great 
averseness to it, they said, proceeded 
neither from any want of duty or obe- 
dience to him, the church of England 
teing both in her principle and con- 
VOL. Iv.—no. 9. 
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stant practice unquestionably loyal ; 

nor from any want of due tenderness to 

Dissenters, in relation to whom they 

were willing tocome to such a temper 

as might be thought fit, when that mat- 

ter should be considered and settled in 

arliament and cenvocation; but chief- 

y because that declaration was found- 

ed upoo such a dispensing power as 

had often been declared illegal, and 
particularly at the beginning of his 

reign; aod was of so great moment to 
the whole nation, both in church and 
state, that they could not ia prudence, 
honour, or conscience, so far make 
themselves parties to it, as the distribu- 
tion of it, aad the solemn publication, 
even in God’s house, and the time of 
divine service, must amount to in com- 
mon and reasonable construction. The 
petition was sigued by the Primate, by 
Lloyd, Bishop of St. Asaph; Turner, 
of Bly’; Lake, of Chichester; Ken, of 
Bath and Wells; White, of Peterbo- 
rough; and Trelawney, of Bristol. 

Sancroft was in an ill state of health, 
and, moreover, had been forbidden to 
appear at court, for the displeasure 
which he had previously given by his 
firmness. The other six immediately 
crost the water to present it at White- 
hail. The King had been flattered 
into a persuasion, that they came to re- 
present to him that orders of this kind 
were usually addressed to their chan- 
cellors, not to themselves, meaning 
thus to shift off the responsibility, and 
save their credit by a subterfuge, while 
they yielded the point. Lloyd, how- 
ever, requested that the President of 
the council would peruse the petition, 
and inform the King of its purport. The 
President refused to do this, but ob- 
tained their immediate admittance into 
the royal closet, where they delivered it 
upon their knees. The King took it gra- 
ciously, and upon glancing at the writ | 
ing, said, it is my Lord of Canterbury’s 
own hand. But his countenance dark- 
ened as he read, and folding up the pa- 
per, he said to them, ‘ this is a great 
surprise to met These are strange 
words. I did not expect thisfrom you, 
This is a standard of rebellion.” 

They answered that they had adven- 
tured their lives for his Majesty, and 
would lose the last drop of their blood, 
rather than liftup a fager against himd 
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I tell you, he repeated, this is a stand- 
ard of rebellion. I never saw such an 
address. Trelawney knelt a second 
time, and exclaimed, Rebellion! Sir, 

I beseech your Majesty do not say so 

bad a thing ofus! your Majesty cannot 

but remember that you sent me down 
into Cornwall to quell Monmoutb’s re- 

bellion, and [I am as ready to do what I 

can to quell another, if there were oc- 

casion. Ken said he hoped the King 
would give that liberty to them, which 
he allowed to all mankind; to which 

White added, Sir, you allow liberty of 

conscience to all mankind; the reading 
this declaration is against our con- 
science. Do you question my dispen- 
ing power? said the King. Some of 
you here have printed and preached for 
it, when it ‘was for your purpose. The 
dispensing power was never questioned 
by the men of the Church of England. 
To this the Bishop of St. Asaph replied, 
that it had been declared against by 
the first Parliament of the late King, 
and by that which he himself had call- 
ed: and when James insisted that they 
should publish his declaration, and was 
answered by Bishop Ken in language 
as dutiful as it was resolute, “‘ we are 
bound to fear God, and honour the 
King ; we desire to do both; we will 
honour you ; we must fear God.” « Is 
this,” said the indignant monarch, 
«< what I have deserved, who have sup- 
ported the church of England, and will 
support it? I will remember yeu that 
have signed this paper: I will keep 
this paper; I will not part with it. | 
did not expect this from you, especially - 
from some of you. I will be obeyed in 
publishing my declaration.” To this 
Ken replied, God’s will be done! and 
when the King exclaimed, what is that ? 
he repeated the emphatic words. This 
memorable scene was terminated by 
the King’s saying, ‘*‘ if I think fit to alter 
my mind, I will send to you. God 
hath given me this dispensing power, 
and I will maintain it. I tell you there 
are seven thousand men, and of the 
church of England too, that have not 
bowed the knee to Baal.” And with 
that he dismissed them. 

The King was miserably mistaken 
concerning the principles of the clergy. 
There were only four in London who 
read the declaration; not more than 


two hundred throughout the whole 
kingdom ; and after the King had thus 
expressed his displeasure, copies of the 
petition were subscribed by the Bishops 


of London, Norwich, Gloucester, Sa-. 


lisbury, Winchester, and Exeter. Af. 
ter nine days of perplexity and indeci- 
sion, James, yielding to evil counse)- 
lors, and his own unhappy bigotry, 
summoned the seven first subscribers to 
appear before him in council), and an- 
swer toacharge of misdemeanor. They 
appeared accordingly, acknowledged 
their subscriptions, and being asked 
what they meant by the dispensing 
power being declared illegal in parlia- 
ment, replied the words were so plain 
that they could use no plainer. It was 
demanded of them what want of pru- 
dence or honour there could be in obey- 
ing the King? They replied, ‘‘ what 
is against conscience is against pru- 
dence, and honour too, especially in 
persons of our character ;” ang when 
they were asked, why it was against 
their conscience, they answered, be- 
cause eur consciences oblige us (as far 
as we are able) to preserve our laws 
and religion according to the Reforma- 
tion. Upon other questions they re- 
ferred to their petition, requested they 
might be excused from replying to 
points which might be brought against 
them, and desired a copy of the charge, 
and convenient time for advising abeut 
and answering it. They were then re- 
quired to enter into recognizances for 
appearing in Westminster Hall: this 
they refused to do, on the ground that 
it was not usual for members of the 
House of Peers; declaring, however, 
that they should be ready to appear 
and answer whenever they were call- 
ed. Many attempts were made to 
make them yield upon this point; but 
they continued firm, in conformity to 
the legal advice which they had taken, 
and were in consequence committed to 
the Tower.” 


The Bishops were acquitted by 
an upright and unbiassed jury of 
their country, to the joy and exult- 
ation of all orders, save the King, 
afew of his immediate dependants, 
and the Catholics in general. At 
this crisis, the Protestant Dissent- 
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ers, as the Puritans were now call- 
ed, acted a part highly to their 
honour, and fully evincing their 
readiness to adopt the comprehen- 
sive and tolerating views now be- 
coming general. Page 496. 


‘«‘ The more moderate and reasonable 
Dissenters were now awake to their 
danger ; they saw the condition of the 
French Protestants, and perceived that 
nothing but the calm and steady oppo- 
sition of the church of England pre- 
vented the Romanists from regaining 
a supremacy which they were as ready 
as ever to abuse; for they had abated 
nothing of their fraud, their intolerance, 
or their inhumanity. The better part, 
therefore, felt now how much more im- 
portant were the points in which they 
agreed with the church than those on 
which they differed; and the scheme of 
comprehension was revived with less 
improbability of success than on any 
former occasion. But the course of 
events brought on a more violent crisis 
than Sancroft, who had this scheme at 
heart, could approve ; and the circum- 
stances which ensued made him who 
was most desirous of healing one schism, 
unhappily the head of another.” 


This crisis soon came. The 
King, confounded with a view of 
his own folly, and a sense of per- 
sonal danger, fled to the continent, 
and left the nation temperately to 
settle the government in church 
and state, on a model embracing a 
general toleration to all Protestant 
Dissenters. But we shall let South- 
ey conclude for himself. Page 507. 


‘‘Upon the important question of 
settling the government, which now 
ensued, the great body of the clergy 
agreed in opinion with the Primate 
that the best course was to declare the 
King incapable of the government, and 
to appoint the Prince of Orange Custos 
Regni, to carry it on in the King’s 
right and name. ‘‘ The political capa- 
city or authority of the King,” thus 
Sancroft reasoned, “ are perfect, and 
cannot fail; but his person being hu- 
man and mortal, and not otherwise pri- 
vileged than the rest of mankind, is 
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subject to all the defects and failings of 
it. He may therefore be incapable of 
directing the government, either by 
absence, by infancy, by lunacy, delira- 
cy, or apathy, whether by nature or 
casual infirmity ; or lastly, by some in- 
vincible prejudices of mind, contracted 
and fixed by education and habit, with 
unalterabie resolutions superinduced, 
in matters wholly inconsistent and in- 
compatible with the laws, religion, 
peace, and true policy of the kingdom.” 
The Archbishop saw that James had 
placed himself in this predicament, 
and thinking that the appointment of a 
Regent upon these grounds was the 
only just course, he believed it there- 
fore to be the only wise one. ‘For it 
is a great truth,” said he, “that the 
mind and opinion of every individual 
person is an ingredient into the happi- 
ness or ruin of a government, though it 
be not discerned till it comes to the 
eruption ef a general discontent.— 
Things just, and good, and grateful 
should be done, without expectation of 
immediate payment for so doing, but in 
the course and felicity of proceedings 
wherein there will certainly, though in- 
sensibly, be a full return. For all 
things in which the public is concerned, 
tend constantly, though slowly, and at 
last violently, to the justice of them: 
and if a vis impressa happens, and car- 
ries them (as for the most part it doth,) 
beyond or beside what is just, yet that 
secret vigour and influence of particu- 
lar, and private men’s inclinations, 
brings them back again to the true 
perpendicular. And whoever he is, that 
hath to do in the public, and slights 
these considerations, preferring some 
political scheme before them, shall find 
his hypothesis full of flattery at the first, 
of trouble in the proceeding, and of 
confusion in the last.” 

Thus excellently did this wise and 
upright man reason; but he soon found 
that in a time of political troubles, good 
men find it easier to suffer than to act. 
The fear of doing wrong produced in 
him a vacillation, or at least a timidity 
of mind, which rendered him incapable 
of taking a decided part; and when the 
question was debated in the House of 
Lords, whether a Regent should be ap- 
pointed, and the throne filled up as 
being vacant, Sancroft was not present 
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atthe debate. His presence might not 
improbably have turned the scale, fer 
it was carried against a regency but by 
a majority of two. Only two Bishops 
voted for filling up the threne, nine 
against it; and when the oath of alle- 
giance to William and Mary was to be 
taken, nine prelates refused to take it. 
Among those, who thus chese to incur 
the penalty of deprivation, rather than 
transfer that allegiance, which they 
believed to be indefeasible, were San- 
croft, Ken, Turner, Lake and White, 
five of those seven, to whose maguani- 
mous resistance the nation was mainly 
indebted for its deliverance from an 
arbitrary government, and a persecut- 
iog religion. ~About four hundred of 
the clergy followed their example. 
The great body agreeing with them, 
and with the national voice as pro- 
nounced in Parliament, that popery is 
inconsistent with the English constitu- 
tion, admitted the justice and necessity 
of the law by which all Papists were 
for ever excluded from the succession 
to the crown. 

That the Nonjurors judged errone- 
ously must be admitted; but never 
were any men who acted upon an er- 
roneous opinion, more entitled to re- 
spect. Ferocious libels were publish- 
ed against them, wherein hints were 
given that the people would do well in 
De-Witting them, a bloody word de- 
rived from an accursed deed, at that 
time fresh in remembrance. The gov- 
ernment however treated them with 
tenderness, and long put off the depri- 
tation, which it was at length compel- 
led to pronounce; but it is not to its 
honour that it reserved no provision for 
the sequestered clergy, considering 
their offence consisted only in adhering 
to the principle, without which no gov- 
ernment can bée secure; and that al- 
though an act was past, allowing the 
King to continue to any twelve of these 
persons a third of their former revenue, 
this bounty was not exercised in a sin- 
gle instance,—unless indeed there was 
an apprehension that it would have been 
refused if offered. Ifa few individuals 
were engaged in correspondence with 
the exiled family, the greater number 
gave no offence to the government, nor 
excited any jealousy, but contented 
themselves with practising the non-re- 
Sistance which they taught. As their 


opipions were not connected with any 
political or religious enthusiasm, there 


was nothing to perpetuate them ; and | 


the Nonjurors died away long before 
the house of Stuart was extinct. 

From the time of the Revolution the 
church of England has partaken of the 


stability and security of the state. Here § 


therefore I terminate this compendious, 
but faithful, view of its rise, progress, 
and political struggles. It has rescued 
us, first from heathenism, then from 
papal idolatry and superstition; it has 
saved us from temporal, as well as spi- 
ritual despotism. Whatever should 
weaken it, would in the same degree 


injure the common weal; whatever | 


should overthrow it, would in sure and 
immediate consequence bring down the 
goodly fabricof that constitution,where- 
of itisa constituent and necessary part.” 


The Boox of the Crurcn is to 
to be commended as a happy spe- 
cimen of style and manner ; easy 
and flowing, clear and perspicuous, 
not verbose, but abounding with 
well turned periods ; and calculat- 
ed to impress the subject he has in 
view, without labour on the part 
of the reader. His matter is well 
chosen, and happily connected, ren- 
dering credible the course of e- 
vents—His reflections, frequently 
occurring, for the most part are ju- 
dicious, philosophical, and indicat- 
ive of close thinking on human af- 
fairs. We notice some few instan- 
ces where he has availed himself 
of the poet’s authority to coin new 
words, particularly worsen ; which 
certainly has not been legitimated 
on this side of the Atlantic, what- 
ever may be its condition in his 
favoured island. On the whole, 
as far as our voice can go, we re- 
commend this work to the scholar, 
and general reader; and think it 
will afford them much pleasure 
and satisfaction in the perusal ; as 
well as improvement of their un- 
derstandings in the important con- 
cerns of religion, and human soci- 
ety. 
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POETRY. 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
ODE TO DECEMBER, 


THE wintry blasts of bleak December 

come 

With surging clouds and sifting snows 
surcharged ‘ 

And whistle round the rocking dome. 

The blazing hearth with hissing billets 
pil’d 

Sheds cheerful light and genial warmth 
within ; 

Sooth’d is the soul of cares beguil’d. 


In solemn musing wrap’t, I sit and feast 
Imagination’s eye on scenes descryed 
Far up the stream of time: the sacred 

east 
Proclaiming peace to sinful man on earth 
When hosts angelic down the nether sky 
Harmonious sang a Saviour’s birth. 


Above the manger’s humble bed of hay 

Bright beam’d the harbinger of truth’s 
blest morn, 

Pointing the eastern sages way, 

In search of him, whom holy Prophets eld 

Foretold, a mighty King, mean though 
his birth 

Whose hand creative sceptre held. 


Before his power abash’d, foul Demons 

fled ; 

The cripple leap’t ; the sightless saw ; the 
dumb 

Sang praise; the tombs resign’d their 
dead. 

From Olive’s sacred mount beam‘d forth 
a light, 

By Heaven inspired heralds borne thro’ 
earth, 

Piercing the clouds of pagan night. 


The altar smok’d no more to fabled 

Jove; 

No more the gorgeous temple peal’d 
with song, 

But reverent hail’d the God of Love. 

Mis-nam’d philosophy with contrite awe 

Before the humble name of Jesus bow’d, 

And own’d submiss his righteous law. 


Hope wraptin future times now smiles 
serene, 
Though to the parting year she bids 
adieu, 
And hails with joy the distant scene, 
When white-rob’d peace and justice 
shall combine 





In one wide family earth’s numerous race 

W ith union’d hearts to sing the power 
divine. 

From realm to realm, O grant, propi- 

tious power, 

Thy name to sound, thy beams of light to 
fly ; 

oO billet as that glorious hour, 

When truth unveil’d shall shine from 
shore to shore, 

And pure religion reign in every heart, 

Till yonder sun shall rise and set no more. 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
** Man is like a thing of nought; his 
time passeth away like a shadow.”—Psalm 
exliv. 4, 


Fraix man is like a thing of nought, 
On earth he has no stay ; 

Like fleeting shadows, swift as thought, 
His time must pass away. 


Yet O! remember, mortal man, 
This short uncertain date 

Of feeble life, though but a span, 
Will fix thy future state. 


If thou art cautious of the right, 
Thy days shall end in peace ; 

And thou wilt hail the realms of light 
When this frail life shall cease. P. L. 





For the Churchman’s Magazine, 
HYMN. 


When the bell is tolling for the intermen; 
of a corpse. 


Hark ! now the solemn peal begins, 
And sounds the sad alarm; 

Forsake, it cries, forsake your sias, 
And shun impending harm. 


Behold the corpse approaching near, 
View there your transient state ; 
Bestow at least one pious tear, 
And with submission wait. 


*Ere long this melancholy scene, 
Shall on your hearse attend ; 

With haste employ the space between, 
To make of God your friend. 


Then shall your mind feel sweet repose, 
Nor care disturb your rest, 

Virtue alone this peace bestows, 
And thus rewards the blest. 
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286 Literary and Philosophical Intelligence. 
{LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Tue Worship, Ministry, and Princi- 
ples of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
briefly defended and explained. By an 
Episcopalian—Geneseo, New York, 
1825. 


The Thirty-nine Articles of Religion 
in question and answer, confirmed by 
proofs out of Holy Scripture: proper 
to be taught in Sunday Schools. By 
Andrew Fowler, A. M. 


Collectanea, or miscellaneous obser- 
vations; religious, moral, and enter- 
taining. By Andrew Fowler, A. M. 


A Sermon delivered before the Con- 
vention of the Diocese of New-York, 
in Trinity Church, on Tuesday Octo- 
ber 19, 1825. By Samuel H. Turner, 
D. D. Professor of Biblical Learning, 
and the Interpreter of Scripture in the 
General Theological Seminary of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. 


Notes on the Epistle to the Romans, 
intended to assist students of Theology 
and others who read the scriptures in 
the originals. By Samuel H. Turner, 
D. D. &c. 

This work strictly answers to its title, 
being a collection of concise notes and 
criticisms on the original text of the 
Epistle to the Romans, intended for the 
use of Students in Theology. It is ac- 
companied with an Essay not noticed 
in the title page, primarily addressed to 
students, but containing many remarks 
useful for all. From this Essay we will 
subjoin the following extract : 

‘¢ In this country, few men, it is pre- 
sumed, enter the ministry, through pe- 
cuniary considerations. Expectations 
of this nature cannot be greatly influen- 
tial, because there are very few situa- 
tions, in which they can ever be reali- 
zed. - But it is not improbable, that, in 
some instances, other worldly conside- 
rations may have too much weight.— 
The idea of respectability of character, 
which is universally connected with the 
ministerial profession, where the decen- 
cies of life and the benefits of Christian- 
ity are recognized, may readily induce 
a young man to offer himself as a can- 
didate for the Gospel ministry, who has 
no call to the office. Private induce- 
merts may also become the chief mo- 


tive in determining the choice. It is 
not intended to say, that such conside- 
rations should never, in any case, have 
any weight at all; certainly they, may 
sometimes serve to decide the judg- 
ment; but they should never become 
the: paramount motive. If this be not, 
a pure desire to advance the glory of 
God, by maintaining and promoting the 
influence of the Gospel on the hearts 
of men; ifit be not, a wish to advance 
the everlasting interests of those, with 
whom the pastoral relation shall be 
formed ; if it be not, a real love for the 
souls of others; it is not to be expected 
that such a candidate will be either use- 
ful orrespectable. Not useful, (I mean 
to the spiritual interests of his congre- 
gation,) because, however accurate 
may be his knowledge of theology as a 
science, to which criticism and history, 
and philosophy become tributary, he is 
ignorant of it as a practical system, 
operating on the heart, and refining the 
affections, and sanctifying the motives. 
In him the unioformed finds no instruc- 
tion, the inquiring conscience no guide, 
the lost sheep no pasture. Through 
the superintendance of Providence, he 
may be made, in some degree, unex- 
pectedly useful; but such a result is 
not reasonably to be anticipated. Nor 
is his respectability any more probable. 
For, although as ** God’s ambassador,” 
the minister of Christ may claim the 
respect which is due to such a station, 
yet mankind will never pay to the Cler- 
gy that deference which the office 
claims, if their characters be at vari- 
ance with its obligations. Power may 
indeed compel the people to show an 
appearance of respect, but it is piety, 
ability to perform the duties of the of- 
fice, and the ‘actual and careful per- 
formance of those duties, which only 
can elicit the honour of the heart. And 
in the present day, even that weak de- 
fence is, in agreat measure, abandoned. 
The time has been when the civil au- 
thority was glad to shelter herself un- 
der the wings of the ecclesiastical, and 
there congratulate herself in the pro- 
tection of so powerful a defender. But 
that time has long since passed by, and 
arrogant pretension has been consigned 
to its merited contempt. The clerical 
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character must support itself, by the 
conduct of those who bearit. The of- 
fice is honourable, but it depends upon 
the indjvidual, to make the honour, 
which it challenges, personal.” 


A Universal Biographical Dictiona- 
ry, containing the lives of the most ce- 
lebrated characters of every age and 
pation, embracing Warriors, Heroes, 
Poets, Philosophers, Historians,. Politi- 
cians, Statesmen, Lawyers, Physicians, 
Divines, Discoverers, Inventors, & ge- 
nerally, all such Individuals, as from the 
earliest periods of history to the present 
time, have been distinguished among 
mankind; to which is added a Diction- 
ary of the principal Divinities and He- 
roes of Grecian and Roman Mythology, 
and a Biographical Dictionary of emi- 
nent living characters. New-York, 
1825. 

This work was sometime since an- 
nounced to be published by subscrip- 
tion. It has recently appeared. And 
so far as we have examined is correct, 
and much to be relied on, for the infor- 
mation it contains. It is very copious 
ia Names: and the characters chosen 
sufficiently celebrated to deserve a 
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place in such a Compilation. As a 
Manualof convenient reference, in con- 
versation, when doubts arise in regard 
to the age, country, or characters of 
men, who may chance to be mentioned, 
it is highly deserving of notice. For 
this purpose it should lie on the student’s 
table; and be readily come at by eve- 
ry party assembled for literary, and 
even amusing conversation. 


THE ERIE CANAL. 


The completion of this magnificent 
work was celebrated at New-York, 
on the 4th November, with splendid 
and appropriate preparations. Com- 
pared with other occasions of rejoicing, 
the pious and benevolent mind dwells 
upon this with peculiar complacency. 
A battle was indeed won. But it was 
a victory over insensate nature. No 
human blood was shed. No widows and 
orphans were made; but on the con- 
trary, in its consequences, comfortable 
provision is made for thousands, who 
may become such by the act of provi- 
dence. It isa noble specimen of the 
achievements of human art, and an ho- 
nour to the genius and enterprise of aur 
Country. 


——> Qa 


ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


On the 10th of November, the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Brownell, met his Clergy 
in Convocation, at Woodbury. Morn- 
ing prayer by Rev. Mr. Benham of 
New-Milford ; and a well adapted Ser- 
mon by Rev. Mr. Wheaton of Hart- 
ford. After sermon, the Holy Rite of 
Confirmation was administered, with a 
highly appropriate Address from the 
Bishop. The congregation was large, 
serious and attentive. 

The business that ensued was not of 
an interesting nature. It was only re- 
solved to recommend to the Convention 
in June next, to alter the time of the 
Annual Meetiag, from the first Wed- 
nesday in June, to the second in May. 
The utmost harmony and unanimity 
prevailed. 

From the Christian Journal. 

GREEN BAY MISSION. 
Our readers have already been ap- 


prised of the appointment of the Rey. 
Norman Nash, by the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, as missiona- 
ry at Green Bay. Some accounts have 
recently been received from this gen- 
tlemaa, detailing the circumstances of 
his arrival at that station, and giving 
some description of its situation, and of 
the manners, &c, of the Menominee 
and Stockbridge tribes of aboriginals, 
among whom he intends to reside, and 
to administer the duties of his appoint- 
ment. ‘The communications of Mr. 
Nash are published in the Philadelphia 
Recorder: they are too long for our 
purpose, but we extract the following 
notice, which is appended to them by 
the executive committee :— 

“Itis a subject of great satisfaction 
to the executive committee, that the 
long desired object of an Indian mis- 
sion, under the care of our church, is 
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about to be accomplished. Episcopal- 
ians must reflect, that in order to its 
successful prosecution, the work will 
require an increase of labourers, and 
great expense. The society will de- 
vote itself chiefly to the education of In- 
dian children in the principles of Chris- 
tianity, and in the arts of civilized life ; 
aod in the prosecution of its plan, will 
form as many schools as they can pro- 
vide with teachers and means for their 
support. Some donations to the Green 
Bay mission have already been receiv- 
ed. Others are respectfully solicited. 
The Episcopal clergy are particularly 
requested to interest themselves in this 
matter. The mode in which they will 
aid the cause is left to themselves; the 
duty is imposed by the authority of the 
church. 

* Georae Boyn, Sub Com- 

“ Jackson Kemper.§ mittee. 
‘* Philadelphia, Oct. 18, 1825.” 


—— 
OBITUARY. 


Died—At Plymouth, Nov. 8th, aged 
30,. Mrs. Roserta, wife of Mr. Ste- 
phen M. Mitchell, and daughter of 
Capt. Amzi Talmage, after a pining 
illness of about eight years, which she 
endured with almost unexampled pa- 
tience and christian resignation. Her 
life, for a considerable part of this time, 
was imbittered with almost incessant 
pain; yetin all her sufferings she was 
never heard to murmur. When exer- 
cised with excrutiating pain, her lan- 
guage was of this sort—** God is good, 
just, and merciful. It is his will that I 
should suffer, and it becomes me to sub- 
mit. I know in whorn I have believed, 
and in whom I have put my trust. My 
hope and confidence are in my Say- 
jour’s merits ; and in contemplating him 
who died to purchase my redemption, is 
all my real comfort. My earthly ta- 
bernacle is wasting away with painful 
disease, but I trust [ have a house, not 














made with hands, eternal in the hear. 
eas.” Such was the manner io which 
she looked forward to her gradually, 
but evidently approaching dissolution. 

In her protracted illness, it was in- 
deed to her a subject of deep regret, 
that she must be so long kept from wor- 
shipping God in his holy temple. She 
was anxiously desirous to unite in prais- 
ing her great Creator, with that church, 
to whose communion she had been an 
ornamént from her youth. But her 
anxiety carried po appearance of im- 
patience. She submitted to her lot 
without repiniog. In her long confine- 
ment, she appeared to take much de- 
light in religious contemplations: and 
that composure, and apparent christian 
resignation, which shone so conspicu- 
ous in her life, forsook her not in the 
hour of death. She seemed to view the 
approach of the grim tyrant, which 
many so much dread, as the time when 
she should find a happy deliverance 
from all her sufferings, and a joyful ad- 
mission to boundless bliss. 


Serene her mind, when death drew near, 
Her faith had banished every fear ; 
She trusted in her Saviour’s love, 

And looked for joys to realms above. 


Died—At Cheshire, Oct. 26th, Mr. 
SteruH en Jarvis, aged 51. He wasa 
native of Norwalk, in this state---a ne- 
phew of the late Bishop Jarvis. He has 
resided in Cheshire somewhat over 20 
years, where he established a fair cha- 
racter for integrity, benevolence and hu- 
manity. He was steady it his attach- 
ment tothe Episcopal Church in which | 
he was educated, end a constant atten- 
dant on her public services and ministry ; 
a useful citizen and member of society— 
A kind husband, and indulgent father.— 
He has left a widow, and a numerous 
family of children; the most of them 
young and needing his fatherly care. He 
died afier a few days illness, firm in the 
hope of a blessed immortality. 


———2— -- - —— 








NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The Collects of the Church versified, is received, and under consideration. 


V—_—_—_—_————— ee 
ERRATA.—The reader is desired to correct the following errors, in our pum 


ber for November :— 


Page 228, col. 1, line 10, fram bottom, for musk red must. 


Page 246, col. 1, line 20, from bottom, for divided read decided. 
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